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HEADTEACHER’S REFLECTION 
 
At this time of year, we are all looking forward to the return of the sun as we move 
into the summer months.  The school is settling down to the annual routine of GCSE 
examinations, having commissioned our Year 11 pupils at Bury Parish Church on 

Thursday 12 May.  The day was a very 
enjoyable time with a „This is your life at 
Bury CE High School‟ assembly followed 
by a special commissioning meal in the 
suitably decorated School Hall.  The 
pupils reflected on who was most likely 
to go on to various achievements such 
as Prime Minister before getting ready to 
move up to Bury Parish church for their 
commissioning service. The service was 
led by the Bury Parish Church School 
Chaplain, Rev Rhiannon Jones, and the 
Rector presided at communion.  We 

welcomed many parents, grand-parents and friends of the school to join us at the 
service.  After the event, I received a letter from one of the departing Year 11 pupils 
who wrote “After the excellent and emotional commissioning service yesterday, I felt 
obliged to write this letter of thanks to you and your incredible team of staff for the 
brilliant experience I have had at our exemplary school.”  Quite a compliment from 
someone who knows what the school really has to offer. 
 
One of the things that is distinctive about Bury CE High School is its commitment to 
learning in a world context.  We believe in the Global Dimension to learning and seek 
to set our learning in an international context.  The school has, for a number of years, 
been recognised by the British Council through its International Schools Award, as a 
centre that sees beyond its locality, and engages with the wider world.  This flows 
naturally from our Christian ethos as the church is a worldwide community, 
comprising of many people from across “race, people group, nation, and language”. 
Rev 7:9.  Indeed, we are reminded of this international nature at this time of year in 
the account of the events on the day of Pentecost, immediately after Jesus was 
raised from the dead.  
 
Recently Miss Kell and I were able to visit a 
Russian speaking school in Moldova.  If 
you were watching the Eurovision Song 
Contest you will have seen the votes of the 
Moldovan jury being shared.  Moldova is 
sandwiched between Romania and 
Ukraine, near to the Crimea.  It is a poor 
but developing part of Europe which is 
looking to grow and flourish.  We were 
visiting a Christian ministry called 
„Beginning of Life‟, with the whole trip funded by a Christian organisation called 
Worldshare. We went to train teachers who worked for „Beginning of Life‟ so they 
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could better deliver PHSCE work to enable young people to recognise and avoid people trafficking.  We 
learnt so much from what they were doing which would enrich our own work here in Bury CE High School 
and discovered that their links into Moldovan schools could facilitate partnership between us and a school 
or two in Moldova.  There is a real possibility that we could mutually benefit from this link and make our 
PHSCE work on combatting people trafficking more relevant and engaging for all our pupils.  
 
The governors of Bury CE High School have been concerned to ensure that the school‟s Christian ethos is 
secured for generations to come, just as it has been since 1748.  Over the years it has seen many 
changes from the days of the Charity school, through the Parish school and Central Church school 
periods up to the present day as Bury CE High School.  In order to ensure that the Christian ethos 
continues to be central to what the school does, they have been consulting the foundation governor 
appointing bodies about academy status.  The school was rated „good‟ by Ofsted in 2011 and has 
continued to improve since then.  This situation allows us to apply to become a converter academy if we 
so wish, and so keep control of the whole process, securing the current Christian ethos for the future.  All 
the appointing bodies decided to support the idea of moving to academy status and this was presented to 
the Diocesan Board of Education on Tuesday 10 May 2016.  We have heard from the Diocese of 
Manchester that they are “resolved to consent to the request of the Bury CE High School‟s Governing 
Body to apply for an Academy Order” and so we will be submitting an application to the Department of 
Education shortly.  There will then be a period of consultation, during which you will have the opportunity 
to let us know what you think about this development. 
 
I had the joy of watching our Year 10 football team become the town champions at a final played at Gigg 
Lane, the stadium of Bury FC.  Don‟t miss the match report later in this edition.  It was an exciting game 
which showed the positive character of our pupils and the excellent team spirit that the staff developed in 
the squad.  Well done to all those who took part in this great success.  
 
We have had our annual Art exhibition at which the pupils display their work.  They produced some 
fantastic work that a gallery would be proud to display.  The Art staff can be justifiably proud of the pupils 
who they have developed into such superb artists.  
 
One of our Year 7 pupils has become Bury‟s star baker in the town wide competition.  He baked a Victoria 
Sandwich which the Mayor described as „incredible!‟  The competition was open to pupils at all of Bury‟s 
secondary schools in all years, so this wonderful achievement is all the more amazing as he was at the 
bottom of the age range of those who could enter.  
 
Our school continues to go from strength to strength as we move into the summer period.  Thank you for 
your support.  It is very much appreciated. 

Revd C Watson 

 

YEAR 10 GIRLS’ PE 
The Year 10 girl's PE group recently got the opportunity to put 
their knowledge and understanding of fitness and weight training 
to the test at a series of weight training workshops held at 
INSYNC Personal Training Studios near Jumbles reservoir.  
 
The girl's got the opportunity to put theory into practice and under 
the expert guidance of professional coaches, develop a real feel 
for what strength and conditioning training is 
all about.  Getting the opportunity to see and 
lift kettlebells, barbells and dumbells and 
experience the 
effect of a training 
'hurricane' certainly 
put the girl's through 
their paces! 



YEAR 7/8 GIRLS FOOTBALL 
 
Our Year 7/8 girls football team were again in action on 
Thursday 14 April 2016.  The team made up of Esme, 
Hollie, Faith, Sophie, Makenzie, Emily, Hannah from 
Year 7 and Harriet, Antonia, Ella and Amber from Year 
8 went to Woodhey High School to take part in a 
tournament against seven other Bury school teams.  
The teams were split in to two groups of four. 
 
Our first game was against Elton High School and this 
was a very close affair going end to end without either 
team being able to break the 0-0 deadlock.  By the 
second game the girls were finding their form again and 
with goals from Faith and Hollie the girls beat Philips 
High School 2-0.  A tough third match against 
Tottington‟s Year 8 was soon upon us.  We had met this team before in the semi-finals of another 
tournament so knew it wasn‟t going to be easy.  We battled on and our younger side held their own in 
another 0-0 draw.  This was enough to see us through to the semi-final.  Our next challenge was to play 
the winner of the other group, Woodhey High School.  With quick matches you have got to take all the 
chances you have and Bury CE High School girls edged this game with a long throw in from Esme 
reaching deep in to the Woodhey area forcing an own goal.  Final score 1-0 and in to the final we went.  
The final match was against Elton who we had played in the first game.  We knew it would be another 
tough one and end to end and it didn‟t disappoint.  Unfortunately, after all our hard work a last minute goal 
mouth scramble saw Elton poke the ball in to the net.  It was a shame for our determined girls and 
especially Antonia in goal who hadn‟t let anything pass her all afternoon. 
 
The girls should be very proud of their performances they have had a very good record in the Bury 
School‟s Tournaments this year and we hope to see them do even better next year. 
 
Well done girls ! 

CAREERS FAIR 
 
Parents of all pupils in Year 9 – 
11 were invited to 
accompany their child to 

our Careers Fair which took place in school on Wednesday 23rd of March.  
The event was organised in partnership with Greater Manchester Chamber 
of Commerce and Bury Council.   Local colleges, universities and employers 
were invited to help to inspire, enthuse and motivate pupils to think about 
possible careers, the employment and Apprenticeship options available to 
them, and to make the most of their remaining time in education.  Many 
thanks to all pupils and parents that attended! 

Mr H Daniel-Sam 

YEAR 11 GCSE ART & DESIGN AND TEXTILES 
EXHIBITION 2016 
 
The Art Department held the 
annual Year 11 GCSE Art & 
Design and Textiles exhibition 
on the evening of Wednesday 
18 May.  The exhibition was 
again well attended by pupils, 
parents and friends of the 
school.  There was a range of 
Art work on display including 
drawings, paintings, pottery 
work, textiles and mixed 
media. 



BURY SCHOOLS’ YEAR 10 FOOTBALL CUP FINAL 
 
Congratulations to our Year 10 football team who became Bury Schools‟ champions in the final held at 
Bury FC, Gigg Lane, recently.  
 
In a tense first half our opponents from Parrenthorn High School started strongly and they took the lead 
after 15 minutes.  Gradually we came more into the game and both teams had chances to score.  Josh 
Grundy in goal made a couple of excellent saves and the score at half time remained at 1-0.   
 
The second half was a different story completely.  Our boys took a strong grip on the game from the kick 
off and Stephen Hayward scored a deserved equaliser after 5 minutes.  We were awarded a (fortuitous) 
penalty soon after, which unfortunately hit the post, but we needn‟t have worried as soon after this 
Stephen Hayward broke free again to make the score 2-1.  Our defense and midfield continued to show 
character in denying our opponents any real goal scoring opportunities and we were rewarded with a third 
goal from Alex Bennett near the end.  
 
Final Score – Bury Church 3 
Parrenthorn High School 1 
 
The squad was: 
Josh Grundy, George Brennan, Joe 
Kershaw, Craig Harrison, Tom 
Burns, Tom Taylor, Oliver 
Standring, Rory Smith, Matthew 
Westwell, Ethan Arya, Rhys Jay, 
Isaac Evans, Alex Bennett, Stephen 
Hayward, Sam Morrow and 
Makenzie Lafferty. 
 

MUSIC DEPARTMENT TRIP TO BBC PHILHARMONIC STUDIO 

This month, a group of Year 7 students travelled to 
the Philharmonic Studio in Salford Quays to hear 
the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra perform an 
exciting programme of classical music.  Presented 
by CBBC‟s Chris Jarvis, the ‟10 Pieces‟ concert 
explored some of the greatest orchestral music ever 
written and featured: Bach‟s Toccata in D Minor, 
Bernstein‟s Mambo, Clyne‟s Night Ferry, Haydn‟s 
Trumpet Concerto, Bizet - extracts from Carmen, 
Prokofiev‟s Concerto for Turntables, Shostakovich‟s 
10th Symphony, Vaughan-Williams‟ The Lark 
Ascending and Wagner‟s Ride of the Valkyries. 
 

Our pupils learned how classical composers 
created some of their most famous works, including Anna 
Clyne‟s Night Ferry which they have been studying in 
their music lessons.  We also took part in an interactive 
performance of a chorus from Verdi‟s Requiem which 
was recorded live and remixed by DJ Mr Switch. 



MUSIC EXAMINATIONS 

 

Congratulations to the following pupils who have successfully passed the following ABRSM examinations: 

 
 

*Graded examinations passes of Grade 6 and above accredited by the Associated Board of the Royal 
Schools of Music and Trinity London now credit students with up to 8.50 points to add to their individual 
progress 8 and attainment 8 measure in school.  Pupils who wish to have their results accredited to their 
overall attainment should see the school Examinations Officer (Mrs Johnson) with their examination 
certificate 
 

BOLTON ROAD METHODIST CHURCH 
 
The Jazz Ensemble and String Orchestra gave superb performances in a joint concert with Bury Music 
Ensembles at Bolton Road Methodist Church at the end of March.  Well done to all for representing our 
school in such an excellent way.  
 

BBC TEN PIECES 
 
Pupils from Year 7 recently had the opportunity to hear a concert 
given by the BBC Philharmonic Orchestra in their new studio at 
Media City Salford.  The pupils heard pieces from the „Ten Pieces‟ 
initiative that has recently been promoted by the BBC across the 
country.  It was great to hear a „live‟ orchestra and to get to know 
some of the central works of the orchestral repertoire. 
 

SUMMER CONCERT 
 
Our annual Summer Concert will take place at 7.00pm on Thursday 30th June.  We hope that you will be 
able to join us for what promises to be a fantastic evening that showcases the wealth of musical talent in 
our school.  The concert will feature performances from the Concert Band, Jazz Band, String Orchestra, 
Woodwind Ensembles, Soul Band, Choir and Soloists.  Tickets for the concert will be available from 
reception at lunchtimes in the week beginning 27th June.  Alternatively tickets may be purchased on the 
door. £5.00 adults,  £3.50 children and concessions. 

Mr S Battye 

Name Instrument/ Grade Result A/P8 points 

Anon. Violin Grade 8 Distinction 8.50 

Joy Bannister Flute Grade 6 Pass 7.00 

Kate Bannister Flute Grade 5 Pass   

Shona Campbell Flute Grade 4 Merit   

Ella Davies Clarinet Grade 2 Merit   

Libby Davies Clarinet Grade 5 Merit   

Annabelle Hughes Saxophone Grade 4 Merit   

Ellen Knaggs Cornet Grade 1 Distinction   

Hannah Sandbach Flute Grade 5 Merit   

Ciara Russell Flute Grade 5 Merit   

Niamh Kehoe Piano Grade 4 Pass   

ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR 

Governors at Bury CE High School received a 

nomination for the vacancy of Parent Governor 

at the school.  Mrs Sally Zuniga was duly 

appointed to serve a four year term of office 

with effect from Friday 18 March 2016. 

CHARITIES 

£150 was donated to Sport 
Relief from cake/sweet sales 
and other activities held in 
school organised by the 
Charities group. 



THANK YOU TO MR CLARK FROM YEAR 11 
 
On Thursday 12 May, Mr Clark was at the Year 11 Commissioning Service.  
The Year 11 service was at the Parish Church and it marked the completion 
of their courses and the commencement of their revision time prior to taking 
their GCSEs. 
 
It was a complete surprise when, halfway through the service, Mr Clark was 
called to the front of the church to be presented with a retirement card by 
the Deputy Head Boy and Girl, Carl Cheetham and Leah White.  The card 
had been signed by the Year 11 students.  Mr Clark was very touched by 
the personal messages that many of them wrote.  He wanted to say „thank 
you‟ to everyone who had a hand in organising the card. 
 
Mr Clark started at Bury Church of England High School 10 years ago in 
2006 after serving as a police inspector with Bury police.  He says he has 
had a really great time at the school, and it has been a privilege to be able 
to work with the children and their parents to try to help the children make 
the right choices in life.  He hopes that by example and guidance, he has 
helped to make a difference for them. 

 
Mr Clark is intending to stay in touch with the school.  He has been a school Governor for several years, 
acting as a foundation Governor appointed by Bury deanery, and he hopes to be able to continue in that 
role.   

MOLDOVA 
 
Revd Watson and I had an incredible time in Moldova.  On April 19th, we flew to Chisinau, the capital of 
Moldova, in order to see the work of a charity called Beginning of life.  The charity works with the victims 
of human trafficking within Moldova, as well as working hard to prevent trafficking by raising awareness 
amongst young people.  We met many incredible people and have built friendships with those who work 
with Moldovans from all walks of life to see healing, restoration and reintegration into their communities. 
We look forward to seeing how this partnership will develop in the future.  Many thanks for your prayers! 

Mrs Kell 

BAKING SUCCESS 
 
Daniel Wallwork, a Year 7 pupil, entered the Bury Schools‟ 
Baking Competition that was held on Saturday 14 May 2016.  The 
baking competition was in three categories and Daniel entered 
the high school Baker of the Year (under 16s).  The event was 
part of the „Made in Bury Lifestyle Fair‟ and was held at the Drill 
Hall, Bury. 
 
Daniel won first prize and has been awarded a trophy for the 
school.  He made a Victoria Sandwich and the Mayor who judged 
the competition described the sponge as „incredible‟.  We are 
very proud of Daniel and congratulate him on his success. 


