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SCHOOL AWARDED LEADERSHIP PROGRAMME MARK BY THE
PRINCE OF WALES’ TEACHING INSTITITUE
This Lent we have reason to celebrate! We have
been successfully assessed by the Princes
Teaching Institute and found to be of a standard
to receive their Leadership Programme Mark.
This is a great accolade for the Pupils, Staff and
Governors at the school, confirming the quality of
leadership that runs from top to bottom at Bury
CE High School.
Our world book day saw one of our pupils
featuring in the Telegraph „on-line‟.
The
excellent fancy dress using the badge from the
hunger games books was very creative. There
were many more book characters from both staff
and pupils. You can see more in this edition of
the Grapevine.
The school show took place featuring
performances about three diverse areas, all linked under the title „The Others‟. The
superb work that has been done by Miss Sinclair, Miss Thirsk and Mr Battye since
January to put together such high quality dance, music and drama, needs to be
celebrated. My thanks go to them and the other staff who gave of their free time to
rehearse and prepare the pupils for the evening shows. Each of the performances
featured something that we would find different from our experience. One looked at
a tale from the Arabian Nights about Ali Baba and the Forty Thieves, a tale reflecting
Arabian culture. The second, a
piece devised by the pupils,
created a performance from
several different sources by
combining them. This was to be
experienced
rather
than
understood and was intended to
get us to examine how we
respond to the uncertain and the
unfamiliar. The final production
was devised by the pupils
themselves,
a
challenging
reminder that mental health
services of the past were a far cry
from what is on offer today. I had the privilege to confirm this recently as I visited
Cloughside hospital school, a school co-located with a Mental Health hospital in
Bury. This fantastic new facility, known as „Junction 17‟ after the motorway junction
that is nearby, is a great example of the excellent work that is done today by mental
health services.

There have been Sporting successes, Science successes, an International Assembly with Grace School in
South Africa, Lent Communions, and the BBC News Report to name but a few of the activities of this term.
In this Lent Grapevine you can discover more about what has happened this half term. We are currently
hosting the French exchange from our partner school in Riom, France. The school is a buzz of excitement
as our pupils encounter young people from France and exchange knowledge and insights about our
different cultures and languages. Shortly Year 8 will have the opportunity to sign up to go next year‟s
exchange. Make sure you get in early to secure your place! I want to thank Mrs Banks for all the
additional work she has undertaken to make this year‟s exchange possible.
We have recently been approached by an Ofsted Inspector who is an HMI (Her Majesty‟s Inspector), to
request our participation in a project to provide an example of excellent Geography teaching for the
training for Ofsted Inspectors and others, so that they will be able to recognise outstanding Geography
provision. We have been selected for this due to the fact that we hold the Geography Association Quality
Mark.
We have been saddened by the news that bombings have taken place recently in Lahore in Pakistan, the
centre of the partner Diocese to Manchester and in which our partner school, St Denys, is found. As a
Manchester Diocesan school, we have prayed for those who have lost loved ones, those who are in need
of healing and those who are frightened. We have prayed that the Christians in Lahore Diocese will have
the grace to put Jesus‟ teaching into practice, to love their persecutors and to do good for them and, that
together with their Muslim neighbours, will reject the ideology that promotes such atrocities.
The season of Lent is a period for Christians to particularly examine themselves, build on that which is
good and turn away from that which is not. At school we have been trying to do Lent generously by doing
something good each day to build up our school community. We want to wish all our readers a happy
Easter and encourage you to be generous towards those around you in this season of Lent.
Revd C Watson

MAD HOUSE BIG FAT QUIZ!
On Thursday 26 February the Hall was packed out at lunch time with 107 excited students, making up 20
teams. The Big Fat quiz had a variety of rounds, with individual prizes. The last round which was very
exciting was an interactive bible quiz; this saw teams having to find an item in the room before other
teams using a verse as a clue to the object. The excitement in the room was electric!!
At the end of the fourth and final round two teams were involved in a tie break, team “Clique” and team
“Haslam Brow Massive”. The atmosphere was tense, almost unbearable!! Eventually team “Clique” were
the winners, (Lydia, Ellie, Abi, Ella, Hannah, and Amelia from Year 11).
The prize? £60 of iTunes vouchers!!!!! The students were gobsmacked with the prize and their faces lit
up!!
Watch out for more Mad House Events!!

CRAFT GROUP - WANTED
Wanted - any wool, knitting, crocheting,
darning or embroidery needles, thread and
fabric scraps for our new craft group.
Any donations however big or small will be
gratefully received. Please send them to
Miss Russell in L7.
Craft group will meet in L7 every Monday at
lunchtime. All our pupils are welcome. We
will be teaching students different types of
craft and sharing expertise with those of
you who can already knit, embroider or
crochet. So if you like making things
please come along.

SPORTS NEWS
It has been another excellent half term for our school
sports teams. Since Christmas we have been crowned
Bury Schools‟ Champions in 4 different competitions
and all of these teams will progress to the County
finals.
Our Junior Badminton Team were the first to win „gold‟.
They beat off the competition from four other schools in
an exciting night at Elton High School. The girls
performed very well and the boys team remained
unbeaten throughout. The team was Rory, Ethan,
Josh, Matthew, Tom, Sarah, Grace, Libby and Jessica.
It was a similar story with the Senior Badminton Team.
They overcame the challenge of four other schools to reach the county finals. The team was Alex,
Callum, Luke, Marcus, Matthew, Josh, Imogen, LuLu, Chloe, Hannah and Isabelle.
The next team to taste victory were the Year 7 & 8 Table Tennis boys‟ team. They beat off the challenge
of five other schools at Broad Oak High School last week. The boys involved were Max, Jack, Jamie and
Will.
Last but not least were our Junior Girls‟ Volleyball
Team. In an exciting finals night at Woodhey High
School they beat off the challenge of three other
teams to be crowned Town Champions. The team
was Eve, Rosie and Anya.

One of our teams who have already competed in the
County finals is the Year 11 Basketball squad.
Already crowned Bury Schools‟ champions they
competed against the cream of Manchester at the
Amaechi Centre at the end of January. We won all
our group games but lost in over-time in the semifinal. We comfortably won the 3rd / 4th playoff match.
The team was James, Tomiwa, Deon, Alex, Alex,
John, Prince-Genesis, Andrew and Josh.
Well done and many thanks to everyone who has
represented our school at sport this half-term.
Mr T Dorey, Head of PE

TRAMPOLINING SUCCESS
Libby, Felicity and Ella represented Bury Church of England
High School at the North West Zone of the British Schools
trampolining competition at the end of the 2014 in Wigan and
placed second in the under 14s elite section. They then
travelled to Northern Ireland on the 31 January and
represented school in the 2015 Northern Zonal Schools
Championships. There were a total of 400 gymnasts from 107
schools from across North England, North West England,
Yorkshire and Northern Ireland. There were 151 novice, 110
intermediate 91 elite gymnasts in their respective age groups.
These made up 30 novice teams, 20 intermediate teams and
13 elite teams. The girls from our school competed in the
under 14 elite section and performed really well achieving a
team result of third!
Miss S Leng

PUBLIC HEALTH NOTICE
We have been advised by Public Health England that there has been an increase in cases of Scarlet
Fever and they have sent the following information:
„We are writing to inform you of a recent national and local increase in notifications of scarlet fever to
Public Health England, above seasonal expected levels. We would like to take this opportunity to remind
you of the signs, symptoms and the actions to be taken if you become aware of an outbreak at your
school or nursery.
Signs and symptoms of scarlet fever
Scarlet fever is a common childhood infection caused by Streptococcus pyogenes, or group A
streptococcus (GAS). The early symptoms of scarlet fever include sore throat, headache, fever, nausea
and vomiting. After 12 to 48 hours the characteristic red, pinhead rash develops, typically first appearing
on the chest and stomach, then rapidly spreading to other parts of the body, and giving the skin a
sandpaper like-texture. The scarlet rash may be harder to spot on the skin of some Black and Asian
people, although the „sandpaper‟ feel should be present. Patients typically have flushed cheeks and
pallor around the mouth. This may be accompanied by a „strawberry tongue‟. As the child improves
peeling of the skin can occur.
Infection control advice
In schools and nurseries it is recognised that infections can be spread through direct physical contact
between children and staff and through shared contact with surfaces such as table tops, taps, toys and
handles. During periods of high incidence of scarlet fever there may also be an increase in outbreaks in
schools, nurseries and other child care settings.
As per national Guidance on Infection Control in Schools and other Child Care Settings, children and
adults with suspected scarlet fever should be excluded from nursery/school/work for 24 hours after the
commencement of appropriate antibiotic treatment. Good hygiene practice such as hand washing
remains the most important step in preventing and controlling the spread of infection.
Recommended actions if you suspect an outbreak.
Parents should contact school to inform them their child has scarlet fever
School/Work will contact the Health Protection Team on 03442250562 opt 1 for advice
Although scarlet fever is usually a mild illness, patients can develop complications and if you have any
concerns please contact your local Health Protection Team for advice.
Other resources you may find useful can be found at:
1.
Scarlet fever Q&A: http://www.hpa.org.uk/webc/HPAwebFile/HPAweb_C/1317140949203
2.
Guidance on infection control in schools and other childcare settings.
Available here: http://www.hpa.org.uk/webc/HPAwebFile/HPAweb_C/1194947358374
3.
Hand hygiene resources for schools: http://www.e-bug.eu/

GEOGRAPHY DEPARTMENT INTERNATIONAL FIELDTRIP TO ICELAND 14 - 18 FEBRUARY 2015
Over the half term, 35 Year 10 and 11 geographers, accompanied by Mr Hanson, Miss Broderick, Miss
Cutts and Mr Archer, travelled to the beautiful volcanic island of Iceland, situated upon the North Atlantic
ridge, the boundary of the North American and Eurasian tectonic plates.
After a smooth flight and bumpy landing at Keflavik airport, the geographers visited the famous Blue
Lagoon, a geothermal man-made reservoir that has become one
of the world‟s most famous spa complexes. Even though the
weather was incredibly wet and windy, the 40°c tranquil,
turquoise waters and exfoliating volcanic mud soon perked
everyone‟s spirits up.
From here, the geographers travelled to our resort of Hveragardi,
a small town to the South East of Reykavik. From out hotel, the
Hotel Ork, we looked forward to three full days exploring the
volcanic, fluvial and coastal landscapes of south west Iceland.
The weather made this exploration even more magical as we
were treated to a thick covering of snow. Our action packed
itinerary included:
















Visiting three waterfalls including Gullfoss water fall
A dormant volcanic crater filled with a melt water lake
A trip to the rift valley, the land formed due to the
constructive plate margin of the North American and
Eurasian plates
two geysers , one of which erupted twice!
three areas of hot springs, in which we were treated to
boiled eggs that had cooked in the hot stream water
two areas of mud puddles
a volcanic beach at Vik with basalt columns, similar to
those that the Giant‟s Causeway
an arch
a frozen lagoon and spit
a trip into Reykjavik and its tourist attractions
a tour of a geothermal power
visited two volcano exhibitions
had a ride in an earthquake simulator
saw the Northern Lights

Throughout the trip we were accompanied and excellently
supported by our tour guide from Rayburn Tours. Their
organisation, efficiency and well planned risk assessments
meant every visit and activity was a successful one. Our tour
guide Cath, a former teacher herself, was very pleased and
impressed with our students stating:
‘They were a wonderful group of young people and I enjoyed spending time with them. They were
undeterred by the extreme Icelandic conditions we faced and continued to be enthusiastic about their
experiences. Their behaviour was a real credit to their teachers and the school and you should be very
proud of each and every one’.
Our students were also followed round by a film crew from the University of Derby, filming the students at
all the locations we visited. The footage will be made into a promotional video for Rayburn Tours to use in
their online advertising and at the Geography Association Conference in Manchester in April, to show the
importance of international fieldtrips in the Geography curriculum.
In conclusion, the trip was a great success, one where the students will have made incredibly special
lifelong memories. The Geography Department hope to organise and run this trip again in February 2017.
Mr P Hanson, Head of Geography

WORLD BOOK DAY CELEBRATIONS!
On Thursday the 5 March Bury Church of England High School was taken over
by Mad Hatters, Harry Potters and even Dalmatians! It was of course to
celebrate World Book Day. The day is set aside once a year to celebrate books,
reading, authors and illustrators. More than 100 countries around the world
celebrate World Book Day and this year was the 18th time it has been held. The
main aim of the day is to give every child in the UK and Ireland a free book.
World Book Day distribute over 14 million book tokens worth £1 for children to
swap for one of ten books specially written for World Book Day, or used to get £1
off another book. Many of these tokens were given away in the Library
throughout the day.
To celebrate at school, all pupils and staff were invited to come to school
dressed as a character from a book, comic or fairy-tale. Pupils could enter
themselves into the fancy dress competition, where prizes were awarded to the
best dressed. Each year group had a
winner and a runner up.
The
competition was extremely hard to judge as many pupils put a lot
of effort into their costumes. Winners included: Kathleen, Year
7, as Dr Seuss‟s Cat in the Hat. Sam and Zoe, Year 8, as The
Mad Hatters. Csenge, Year 9, as a God from the Percy Jackson
series, Tom and Luke Year 10, as Sherlock Holmes and Dr
Watson and Carter, Year 11, as the Mockingjay pin from The
Hunger Games. Carter‟s costume was so imaginative and eyecatching that he appeared on The Telegraph Online as part of
their „Best Dressed‟ article for World Book Day.
Staff also got into the spirit of the day and came into school in
costume. The Learning Support Department were the 101
Dalmatians with Mrs Hopley as the evil Cruella de Ville. Rev
Watson and Mrs Watson donned blue curly wigs to create the
characters Thing 1 and Thing 2 from Cat in the Hat and the
English Department came as an ensemble piece as characters
from Alice in Wonderland.
The Alice in Wonderland theme continued into the Library with
the Mad Hatter‟s Tea Party at lunchtime where various pupils
from all year groups baked delicious cakes and biscuits. We
had the Queen of Hearts jam tarts, Harry Potter cupcakes and
even Miss Trunchbull‟s chocolate cake! The sale was a huge
success and pupils raised £77 which will go towards new books
and resources for the Library.
Pupils could also take part in the Character Cluedo game.
Around twenty members of staff wore stickers with a book
character name on. Just like Sherlock Holmes, students were
detectives trying to figure out who the characters were from the
clue sheet provided. Once they
solved
the
riddles
and
anagrams they could search the
school, seeking out those
teachers
wearing
stickers.
Prizes were given to those who
returned their clue sheets the
quickest to the Library. Joe and
Trevor, Year 9, won first prize
with Csenge, Natasha, Lauren
and Isabelle (Years 9 and 10)
as runners up.
An array of brand new books

were revealed during World Book Day that are now available to
borrow from the Library. Popular titles such as The Maze Runner,
The Hunger Games and The Fault in Our Stars can now be found
in the school Library. If pupils are keen on purchasing their own
copy of a particular book they can come along to one of the
Scholastic book fairs that take place throughout the year. The first
fair was held in October 2014 where the amount of book sales
came to just under £500. The next one takes place in March over
three days, the 18th-20th with the final fair taking place in July.
They provide a great opportunity for students to see the latest
book releases as well as encouraging the use of the Library. The
school Library benefits greatly from running a fair as nearly 50% of the total money raised is given back to
spend on new books for the Library. Scholastic also run a competition during each book fair where pupils
have to scan a barcode using their mobile phone to take part. Last year, Carter in Year 11, won the
competition beating hundreds of pupils across
the UK. To enter, Carter wrote fifty words on
The Maze Runner series, comparing the books
to the film. His entry was awarded first place
which won Carter Dr Dre Beats headphones
worth nearly £300 and The Maze Runner box
set.
Overall, World Book Day 2015 was a huge
success. Encouraging reading and the use of
the Library is extremely important and I believe
many of the pupils and staff had an extremely
enjoyable day.
Miss Poff, English Learning Assistant

THE NEW YEAR 11 TIE
In school council meetings the idea was put forwards to make a new Year 11 tie for the current year 10‟s
as they go through into their final year at school. Pupils felt that this was important so that there would be
distinction between the final year and the rest of the school.
The process began at meetings with the senior teams and school officers on Friday mornings. Where we
discussed what design the ties would have and how they would be different to the original school tie
pupils already had. After talking over this we were given the choice to have it for our year or the year
below us for when they went into year 11. As the idea of the different tie was not for the current year 11
we attended year 10‟s year meetings where we proposed the idea of the tie to the form captains and form
reps from each form. They agreed that they too also thought that this would be a good idea. After going
back to their forms and asking the opinions of the year 10 pupils they told us at the next meeting that the
majority of the pupils wanted the tie.
When we heard the feedback we then started to discuss what colour the tie would be and the design. We
thought that the navy blue colour off the existing tie would look best. Then we thought of possible designs
such as two stripes one light blue and one yellow diagonal towards the bottom of the tie with the small
cross emblem which is on some of the school buildings the go above it. Another option was to have
School Officer written either diagonally or in a crisscross pattern. Reverend Watson then told the makers
of the school tie the ideas that we had. The next week we were shown some mock designs of the tie.
Together we picked the one we liked most for it being simple but effective.
At the next school council meeting we wanted to know the views of the pupils who would be wearing it
next year and the years following. By doing a vote it was decided that the simple tie with the diagonal
stripes was the favourite.

At our senior team meeting we discussed if the tie should be compulsory or optional and what the price of
the tie should be. Together we decided that the tie should be optional but we are still in the process of
deciding which. The price of the tie should be £4 which is a small amount higher than the price just to
make it. We thought this would be a good idea so that the profit made could go to the school council fund
to help with school projects. Asking what the other pupils thought at meetings they all agreed that this
would be good to help fund school council.
In the next few weeks the final decision will be made regarding if the tie will be optional or not. Then the
order will be placed for the new year 11 school tie, which will be the last step in the process of creating
the tie.
Senior School Officers

BERLIN VISIT FEBRUARY HALF TERM
At 4am on Monday 16 February 37 eager Year 11 students and four staff (Mr Kanter, Mrs McCann, Mr
Mulhearn and Mrs Harrison) met at Market Street, Bury for the start of a fantastic four day visit to Berlin.
This was our fifth annual visit to the city of Berlin, and as always, we experienced an amazing cultural
and educational programme. The early flight allowed us to explore Berlin on foot during Monday
afternoon. We encountered the Nazi and cold war eras simultaneously, going from the Topography of
Terror and Holocaust memorials through to Checkpoint Charlie, the symbolic landmark of a divided city
from 1961-89. Bowling at night became very competitive for the staff, with Mrs McCann demonstrating
great skill in both games! The FA Cup game between Manchester United and Preston was on in the
background- a real winner!
On Tuesday we awoke to crisp, sunny conditions, ideal for exploring the East Side Gallery; the artistically
clad remains of the Berlin wall. Our afternoon visit to Sachsenhausen concentration camp was
evocative, informative and an experience that staff and students alike will always remember. The mood
was lightened by some shopping time in Germany‟s largest department store and watching a film at the
glitzy Sony Centre on Potsdamer Platz. We returned to our hotel at 12.45am, tired but highly satisfied
with our day‟s activities.
We packed as much into Wednesday as we could! The Olympic Stadium, venue for the infamous Nazi
Olympic games of 1936 is always a delight to tour. Visits to the Jewish Museum and TV Tower were
followed by an evening visit to the Reichstag (German Parliament) building and dome.
On our return to Bury on Thursday afternoon, we all reflected on a wonderful visit. The students were
great ambassadors for their families and school community. They were wonderful company and knew
how to appropriately respond to the unique settings we encountered. I would like to thank all of the staff
and students for making Berlin 2015 such a fulfilling and memorable visit.
Mr R Kanter
On the Berlin trip we had a fantastic time sightseeing, shopping and visiting historical landmarks. The
best part of the trip for me was the tour of the 1936 Olympic Stadium. The city was brilliant and you can
feel the history that took place there. Checkpoint Charlie was great, but even better was that there was a
Starbucks on every street corner and a Dunkin Donuts - which were very nice and tasty. I‟d definitely
recommend the trip.
Rachel
The Berlin trip was great and everyone had a fantastic time. We did a lot of things such as shopping,
seeing the different memorials, going to museums and going to Sachsenhausen concentration camp. It
was a great break away with friends that I will never forget.
Beth

FRENCH IMMERSION STUDENT’S VISIT

BURY YOUTH PARLIAMENT ELECTIONS

Recently we had the pleasure of welcoming two French
students to our school, Auree and Melanie. Whilst here
they stayed with two of our pupils and joined in a
number of activities in order to improve their English.
They visited Chesham Primary School to allow the
children there to practice their French along with our
French Assistant, Julie. Our Year 10 pupil, Jess went
along to and here‟s her account of the day.
“When we got to Chesham Primary School we had a
warm welcome by both Year 6 and Year 5. Once we
were all introduced the class had questions already
prepared for Auree, Melanie and Julie. Most of the
children really enjoyed asking questions. The children
then wanted us to play Bingo with them as they are
learning about time in French. So this we did and
everyone really enjoyed playing.
Madame Binns
wanted to teach the children tongue twisters and Auree,
Melanie and Julie had a conversation in French and
everyone was amazed by how fast they all spoke and
they all loved their accents.

On the 26 February 2015, Bury CE High School
held the biannual Bury Youth Parliament
elections. Twelve candidates from all over Bury
were campaigning to be Bury‟s next member of
youth parliament.
Despite not having a
candidate from our school, the turnout for voting
was 46% compared to the average of Bury at
39%. The result of the election was Bilal
Qureshi winning and taking the roles of Bury‟s
next MYP. Bilal, from Parrenthorn High School,
is campaigning for cheaper activities for younger
people and cheaper bus fare. Emily Branney,
from St Monicas High School, came second and
Nathan Hughes from Holy Cross college, third.
Both will become Bilal‟s deputies and all three
will hold their posts as representatives of young
people in Bury for two years.

MATHS AND PHYSICS GIFTED AND
TALENTED MORNING AT BOLTON
When we had finished we all went to the lower school SCHOOL
with children aged between 5 and 7 years old. They
were all so enthusiastic about meeting us and showed
us what they had been learning about. They first sang
songs to us and they even had a dance to the songs.
All of the children were so sweet and cute. The children
the asked questions about our schools and what it is
like in France. Madame Binns, who teaches the
children French showed them French cakes and
fashion which they all found really interesting.
Everyone was upset when we had to leave but they all
want us to go back and by the sounds of it, it was their
best French lesson ever and we should all become
French teachers‟.
Jess, Year 10
Below: A picture of the work produced by pupils at Chesham
Primary School following the visit.

On Saturday 6 December two of our Year 11
students Carter and Thomas attended a Maths
and Physics morning at Bolton School. During
the morning they were able to experience
various taster sessions and workshops.
“The first timetabled session was a workshop on
the polarisation of light. This interesting session
enabled us to explore an unfamiliar aspect of
physics”.
“The next workshop concentrated on projectiles
and flight paths. This extremely compelling
workshop gave us a greater understanding of
the Maths behind projectiles”.
“The final presentation was delivered by Dr Mark
Lewney, this session included string theory and
the science of sound.
This entertaining
presentation was filled with humorous guitar
solos, mind blowing concepts and super string
theory”.
“This fun and knowledge packed morning gave
us both a fresh understanding and appreciation
of Maths and Physics”.
Carter & Thomas

CHARITIES UPDATE
£102.30 was raised by Miss Thirsk and the Charities Group for „Text Santa‟ with a Christmas Tombola.
£240.00 was raised by the Miss Quinn and the Year 7 Charity for a further Toilet Block. This was done
through the sale of sweets and a collection of small change.

