BURY CHURCH OF ENGLAND HIGH SCHOOL

Sponsored by: BUTCHER & BARLOW, Solicitors & Notaries

OCTOBER 2016

HEADTEACHER’S HARVEST THOUGHTS
Welcome to a new academic year! What a start to this year we have had. The
school’s GCSE results were excellent, following on from our Ofsted inspection in
July which found we continued to be a good school. What was even more
encouraging was to be found to be the best school in Bury according to the Real
Schools guide. This is a credit to all the staff and pupils at the school. We continue
to look beyond ourselves, to make a positive difference beyond our school
community. We have linked up with a school in Moldova to enable our pupils and
theirs, to discuss the issue of human
trafficking and exploitation, and how we
can work together to combat it. This link
has been facilitated by Worldshare and
the
Moldovan
Christian
ministry,
‘Beginning of Life'. We were pleased to
welcome Tim Cherespov, the Russian
speaking pastor of Bury Baptist Church
and one of our mums, Anna, who is a
Romanian speaker, to help with this link
up as the languages spoken in Moldova
are Russian or Romanian. We were
also delighted that we were joined by
Sue Sainsbury from Worldshare as well, who was able to explain more of the history
and context of Moldova. Our new friends in Moldova told us about their wonderful
country and then discussed with us the difficulties of the minority of people who seek
to exploit others from their country into ours. We agreed that one of the best ways to
combat this terrible trade, modern day slavery, is to educate our young people about
the tricks and deceit that traffickers use to entrap people.
We continue to take forward the process of considering whether to convert to
become an Academy. On behalf of the school, I would like to thank all of you who
responded during our period of consultation. The Governors are looking at all the
responses submitted and will take them into account as they make the decisions
about the future of the school.
We have also been busily collecting in
order to help others at home and
overseas. At our Harvest Communions,
we were able to provide Urban
Outreach with a great haul of
appropriate goods to boost their stocks
for their Winter Watch project. I was
particularly proud of the response of our
school community this year. It was a
wonderful way to give thanks to God for our harvest. There were others who

expressed their thanks by donating to our ‘Concern Account’ which we use to help pupils whose families
fall on hard times unexpectedly, to ensure that they do not miss out on any activity they have already
committed to in good faith. Thank you if you made a donation
to this. If you would like to contribute at any time to the
‘Concern Account’, just simply send your donation to our
Business Manager marked ‘Concern Account’, with cheques
payable to ‘Bury CE High School’.
As I write this, we have collected the £400 total we have been
aiming for to help our partner school in Muree, Pakistan. Thank
you to all who contributed to this. Mr Jackson, Mrs Brownhill
and Mrs Schofield will be travelling out to the school there
shortly, to take our love and greetings. While they are at St
Denys School, they will be teaching in classes, sharing things
about the UK, Bury and our school, and providing Teacher
Training for the Teachers in the Diocese of Lahore. We are praying for them as they go and trust that
they will be able to encourage the staff and pupils of St Denys Church School as they visit.
Many Parents have visited us recently for ‘engaging parents’ sessions tackling Languages, Mathematics,
settling in for Year 7, the dangers of pornography, and GCSE courses. The feedback from those who
attended each of these sessions was very positive, with parents saying that they had learnt new things
that would enable them to better support their children with their education. The school’s book fair
overlapped with the Year 7 settling in session, and this provided the opportunity for many a pupil to get
books to read and so develop their love of reading for pleasure as well as improving their literacy skills for
their studies.
If you have a child in Year 9, we would strongly recommend that you seek to send them on the French
Exchange which will go to France in June 2017. This exchange provides a fantastic opportunity for them
to develop their French for their GCSE. The visit is always very much enjoyed by those who go to Riom.
The area is in the middle of France, near Claremont-Ferrand, which is lovely and warm in June with many
a pool party and spectacular places to visit included for good measure. The great thing is that the pupils
have such a good time that they don’t even realise that they are learning French as well! If you want to
get more information, contact Miss Thomas-Wilson at school for more information.
Finally, I was privileged to watch our senior cricket team win the town championship in September. The
final had been held over from before the summer and we took on Tottington High School in the final. The
team achieved the target set by Tottington with several overs to spare. Well done to our cricketers for
becoming town champions.
When I consider all that has gone on during this half term, I am not surprised that the Real Schools guide
found us to be the best in Bury.
Revd C Watson

BURY SCHOOL’S CRICKET CHAMPIONS
Congratulations to our senior cricket team who became the Bury Schools’ Champions early
in September by beating Tottington High School in the final by 5 wickets.
The final was held over from July because of the wet weather before the summer holidays
and we just managed to finish it on Tuesday 13 September before the torrential rain started.
Our bowlers were very economical and accurate during the Tottington innings and we
restricted the hosts to 53 for 8.
Our batsmen started off steadily and gradually got on top of the Tottington bowling. Michael W top scored
with 26 not out and Callum W, 16 as we reached our target of 54 to win with 4 overs to spare.
The squad was made up of Sam M, Ethan A, Michael W, Callum W, Will T, Matthew B, Rory S, Evan M,
Tom S, George B, Cameron W, Oliver S (and reserve Tom B).

Year 10 Blackout Poetry - Miss Simm, English
As part of their GCSE Poetry and Creative Writing, 10GR have been creating their own 'Blackout' poems.
We have been looking at language techniques and word classes, in particular using grammar creatively.
The students were given printed pages from literature texts and had to create sentences, using a variety
of word classes from that page. Once they had formed a particularly creative sentence, they 'blacked out'
the rest of the page, leaving their poem exposed. Some students added graphics and images to their
pages to enhance the meaning of their poem. The results speak for themselves.

REGGIE DABBS
This term we welcomed the American motivational speaker
Reggie Dabbs to school. Working with Audacious Church in
Manchester, we provided several classes the opportunity to hear
Reggie, talking about his life story, imparting some advice on
topics affecting teenagers today and generally encouraging them
to never give up. Although
pupils found the stories
emotionally powerful, they
all left the room feeling
uplifted and ready to take on
the new school year and all
that lies ahead of them! We
would like to thank the team
at
Audacious,
Reggie
himself and staff helpers for
organising this event.

SPRING LANE SCHOOL
PARENT GOVERNOR
VACANCIES
Spring Lane School based in
Radcliffe are currently looking for two
Parent Governors.
A Parent
Governor does not have to be the
parent of a child at that school. They
only have to be the parent of a
school age child within Bury.
Any interested parties should contact
the Headteacher, Mr Gledhill at
Spring Lane School on 0161 724
2900
or
by
email
at
T.Gledhill@bury.gov.uk

EUROPEAN WEEK OF LANGUAGES
The 26 September is celebrated across Europe as the European Day of Languages. This year the
Languages Department took things a step further by celebrating across the whole week. The focus of the
week was celebrating the incredible diversity we have both in our school community and our local
community.
Pupils took part in a European Bake Off Challenge. The talent was immense and the judges very much
enjoyed tasting everyone’s hard work. The winners were Joe P (Technical Ability), Bryn L (Interpretation of
the Theme), Cara W (Showstopper) and Maddie F (Amazing Flavour). After the judging there was a bake
sale so the whole of the school was able to take part in our celebration.
As well as the Bake Off we had events around the school. During Form Time pupils took part in a
European Logo Quiz and at lunchtimes we had a French Film Club and Spanish Salsa Lessons. The
restaurant made food from a different European country each day. Mrs Brownhill’s favourite was the
Quiche Florentine on French Day. The pizzas on Italian Day went down incredibly well! The whole school
was buzzing with an excitement about Europe and the wealth of treasures we have access to as a result of
diversity.

BURY CE HIGH SCHOOL WELCOMES ROMAIN
The Languages Department are really excited to welcome Romain to our school. He is our new French
Language Assistant and will be working with various classes and individual pupils to help improve their
spoken French. This is a great opportunity for our pupils to get real life experience of speaking French to
a native speaker. Romain will also be running a Film Club and a French Club during lunchtimes.
Everyone is welcome to come along!

LANGUAGE LEADERS
This year we are please to have launched the Language Leaders Programme. Twelve pupils have been
selected to take part in this pilot programme aimed at developing leadership skills through the teaching of
languages to younger pupils. Pupils involved will attend training workshops and will have the opportunity
to work with younger pupils in our school and in feeder primary schools. Congratulations go to the pupils
who have been selected. They were chosen due to their commitment and the positive attitude they have
displayed both in language lessons and extra-curricular activities.

YEAR 7 RESIDENTIAL
Wednesday 5 October 2016 saw our new Year 7 pupils set off on their
3 day residential visit to Whitemoor Lakes. Here’s some feedback from
our pupils:

PENNIES FOR PAKISTAN
Mr Jackson, Miss Schofield
and Mrs Brownhill have been
raising
money
to
buy
resources to take with us on
our visit to Pakistan. We have
had bake sales, raffles, guess
the sweets in the jar and even
a doughnut sale thanks to a
well
known
doughnut
supplier! The support of the
pupils has been fantastic and
we are really grateful for all the
donations that have been
made. We will report back
with news from our adventure!

“The Year 7s who went on residential from the 5th October to the 7th
October had a challenging but fun time at Whitemoor Lakes. Over the
three days we were challenged by abseiling and the zip wire, climbing
and high ropes. We had to work as a team and support each other to
help everyone of them overcome the tough challenges. Overall the
Year 7s got to socialise and have a great time over the three days they
had away from school”
Eve H 7UL
“The residential was a good opportunity to bond better with people
throughout Year 7. It challenged people and pushed everyone to their
limits. I particularly enjoyed the zip wire activity”
Malachi F 7RL
“The residential was great fun. We made lots of new friends. The activities were fun and everyone challenged themselves. I particularly
liked the zip wire and abseiling activities”
Edie W 7RL

YEAR 7 GIRLS FOOTBALL
Our new Year 7 girls football team followed
the success of last year’s girls by winning
their heat in the Bury Schools 5-a-side
championship.
The team, Robyn, Katie,
Abigail, Carmen, Alicia, Melissa, Katelyn and
Jessica played against teams from Tottington
and Broadoak High Schools on Thursday 13
October 2016.
They drew their first match 2-2 against
Broadoak and after going 2-0 down against
Tottington came back with an outstanding
second half performance to take the win 5-2.
We now look forward to the final after half
term.

