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HEADTEACHER’S HARVEST THOUGHTS 
 
A lot has happened since the start of the new academic year.  Once again our 
young people brought in Harvest gifts to support the work of Urban Outreach, a 
Christian Charity that seeks to help the most disadvantaged in our society.  Tins of 
food and toiletries were piled up on the school stage as we held our Harvest 
Communion services to thank God for his provision to us as a nation.  Gifts to our 
Concern Account were also received with thanks.  If you still wish to make a 
contribution, please contact Miss Middleton at school. 
 
With an improvement of 8% over last year the school celebrated gaining 64% 5A*-
C grades in the summer GCSE examinations.  The achievement of 73% in Maths 
and 77% in English was particularly pleasing.  The EBacc grade at 42% continues 
to underline the schools good academic standards.  We now have a new measure 
of progress called Progress 8.  Our Progress 8 score of +0.01 indicated that our 
pupils, on average, made the progress that was expected of them in 2015.  As one 
of the top performing schools in Bury, we were pleased that our results maintained 

this tradition. 
 
Our new intake of pupils had a 
comprehensive transition 
process which is still on-going.  
As part of our Pastoral 
Parents/Carers Evening held 
recently, we surveyed the 
parents/carers of the new 
intake to garner their views of 
the process.  Initial analysis of 
this survey shows that the 
perception of parents/carers is 
that the process has been 

extremely successful.  This mirrors the feedback we have gained from the pupils 
who have settled into their new secondary school very well. 
 
The school is celebrating having achieved stage one of 
the Information, Advice and Guidance accreditation.  
Extensive work in developing our careers provision has 
taken place, even to the extent of ensuring it has a 
global dimension in common with other subjects.  We 
have welcomed an international work experience 
student as part of our Careers Education Information 
Advice and Guidance from France. They have been 
working in our Languages Department for three weeks.  As part of the on-going 
process of developing Careers Education Information Advice and Guidance, we 
have appointed a Governor, Revd David Brooks, who will take responsibility for 
overseeing Careers Education, Information, Advice and Guidance. 
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Despite England’s early departure from the Rugby World Cup, we are delighted that the school has 
gained a gold award from the Rugby Football Union for exceeding our targets in their rugby development 
project.  As a result, Mr Andrews and Miss Leng, along with a group of pupils, were able to meet the 
England team and watch the match when England recently visited Manchester for their final match in the 
Rugby World Cup 2015.  This continues to reflect the excellent work carried out by our PE Department 
under the leadership of Mr Dorey. 

Revd C Watson 

A HUGE THANK YOU TO  MAKENZIE 7EN  
 
Makenzie, her brother and 2 friends raised a massive 
£107.10 from selling loom bands and she has donated it to 
the Year 11 Charity Fund for Grace’s Place. 

YEAR 9 BSAFEBCOOL DROP DOWN DAY 
 
On Thursday 8 October, Year 9 had an amazing drop down day called BSafe BCool.  
As soon as we had registered with our Form Tutors we took our seats in the Hall to 
watch a performance by Bury 
College Drama students.  The 
performance was all about issues 
around sex, crime, drugs and 
alcohol.  The fire service and six 
town housing gave us a presentation 
about anti-social behaviour, safety in 

our neighbourhoods and about being safe on bonfire 
night.  They warned us of the dangers of setting off 
fireworks without a responsible adult.  The police and 
prison service gave a presentation about preventing terrorism and drug use in and out of prisons.  At the 
end of the day there was a final session where a police officer researched two students' Facebook 
accounts and looked at how much information he could find out about them.  Overall it was a really good 
Drop Down Day and I'm positive that everyone learned something and really enjoyed it! 

Anonymous - Year 9 

YEAR 11 POST 16 TRANSITION DAY - FORMER STUDENT TALKS ABOUT HIS 
APPRENTICESHIP EXPERIENCE. 
 
Year 11 got to hear from a range of different providers at their recent Post 16 Transition Drop Down Day.  
A range of different education and training providers came in on the day.  Students were able to choose 
which sessions they went to.  In addition to many of the local colleges and sixth forms, the Army careers 
team came and spoke to some of our students.  
 
Staff from the Apprenticeship Ambassadors programme came in and explained all about the different 
types of apprenticeships available and did a quick True or False quiz to bust some of the commons myths 
around apprenticeships.  One of our former students spoke to our pupils about his experience as an 
apprentice accountant.  
 
For those pupils thinking about Higher Education or just thinking further ahead, Liverpool Hope University 
staff came in to talk about the experience of going to and studying at university.  University College 
of Football Business who are based at Wembley Stadium and Turf Moor Stadium in Burnley came in to 
talk to some of our students about all of the different types of degrees they offer that relate to the football 
industry such as finance and stadium management. 
 
Hopefully the day has helped inform the choices that they will soon be making and the choices they will 
make in the future! 

Mr H Daniel-Sam 



USA TRIP 

Over the summer holidays myself, fellow pupils and fellow staff went on a eight day trip of a life time to 
America.  We travelled to many different places of America which consisted of Los Angeles, Calico, 
Universal Studios, Grand Canyon, Las Vegas, Yosemite, San Francisco, Alcatraz, Matilda evening 
entertainment and Westfield Shopping Centre.  Each and every single place was amazing and I would 
love to go again. 
 
Since the trip was planned way back in 2013 I was counting down each and every single day!  I was so 
excited, I couldn’t wait.  But the two years flew by and before I knew it Wednesday 22 July 2015 was here.  
Even though the coach journey was five hours to Heathrow and the plane itself took around eleven hours 
when I arrived in LAX it was amazing.  Just the atmosphere of being there in America was enough to 
throw a smile upon my face.   
 
It was a great full first day at Universal Studios including 
the rides and the mouth-watering taste of American food.  
The rides personally that I went on included Minion 
Mayhem, The Simpsons ride (both of which were lets say 
a 3D film that was displayed in front of you and you were 
placed in a single cart amongst about six people in total 
and it felt like you were within that scene).  Jurassic Park 
the ride, which includes an eight foot drop and finally 
Revenge of the Mummy which my friends and I queued 
for, for a full two hours!  However, it was so worth it as I 
stepped in to the petrifying cart. 
 
The second day it was Calico Ghost Town which reached about 30oF.  It was so hot that it was so 
refreshing to have a blueberry slush whilst walking through Calico wandering around the shops looking for 
souvenirs. 
 
Day three we had the once in a life time opportunity to visit the Grand Canyon.  Now that was truly 
amazing.  In fact it didn’t feel real.  Being able to gaze upon the extraordinary scenery was outstanding 
and breath taking.  That same day we also travelled via coach to Las Vegas which was one of the best 
parts of America, I think.  All the colour, people, surrounding places and things to stare at and to take 
pictures of were awesome.  Then to top off that day we ate at Planet Hollywood!  The people and food 
was outstanding. 
 
The fourth day we travelled to Yosemite Valley and ate lunch at an amazing pit stop.  The whole room’s 
walls were decorated with record players covers which looked so vintage and cool.  The following day we 
actually got the chance to go to Yosemite.  Wow! Is one word I can use.  The water falls in my opinion 
were the best things in Yosemite.  A wide variety of different colours within them due to the shining sun 
reflecting on to the water.  They looked like they were falling in slow motion.  I managed to capture a few 
pictures of wild deer and squirrels roaming around the valley, they were not timid at all.  Also this same 
day we travelled to San Francisco and ate at Bubba Gump’s restaurant.  I have always wished to go there 
due to me being a fan of the film Forest Gump! 

 
The next day we went on a coach tour around San Francisco 
and go to see many amazing sites such as the Golden Gate 
Bridge, Pioneer Monument and China Town.  After our terrific 
tour we then got the chance to have a boat trip to Alcatraz and 
actually board the island.  Being able to physically go on to the 
island made me wonder what it would be like to spend a night 
there and how would you escape.  I found out that one person 
out of many actually completed his get away. 
 
Later on in the week we visited Pier 39 Aquarium which inside 
had the most amazing sea creatures one of my favourite, they 
had were two baby otters: they were adorable.  We then 

travelled via tram (which in itself was an experience) to go and watch Matilda - an evening entertainment 
which surprising was really good.  My next day was spent shopping at Westfield Shopping Centre.  I 
couldn't believe it had nine floors.  I managed to explore them all.  Name a shop, I can guarantee it was 



CHARITIES DONATIONS 

 

During the last term we have made the 

following donations to various charities: 

£275 to Nepal Earthquake Appeal. 

£100 to our partner school St Denys in 

Pakistan.  Funds were raised by holding 

various activities in school. 

CLOTHES COLLECTION 

 
Dear members of our school community, 
We are collecting old or unwanted clothes to 
raise money to help children in Malawi so 
they can eat and have an education.  Please 
bring your clothes to R12 (it will be sign 
posted) between 1st and 4th December thank 
you. 
 

Your sincerely the Year 11 Asdan Group 

EUROPEAN LANGUAGES DAY 

In Languages we have been celebrating the European 
Languages Day (in the week beginning 21st September) 
with pupils taking part in a quiz to guess which teachers 
spoke which languages.  We also used form worship 
time to listen to and pray in different languages.  Finally, 
there was an Upper School assembly focussing on the 
benefits of language learning. 

The Languages Department also organised an 
information evening for parents of new Year 7 pupils.  
Parents received information about the way we teach 
languages at Bury CE High School, some tips about 
homework and vocabulary learning and learnt more 
about our partnership with Collège et Lycée sainte-
Marie in Riom.  Matthew and Eloise in Year 10 also 
gave parents a flavour of the French Exchange by 
telling us all about their experience of it last year.  The 
highlight of the evening, however, was to see (and 
hear...) all our Year 7 parents practising their French 
phonics! 
 
Finally, we have the dates for our Immersion 
Programme, when French students from Collège et 
Lycée sainte-Marie in Riom come to our school and stay 
with some of our pupils’ families for two weeks in order 
to improve their English and get a taste of British 
culture! This year, it will take place from Friday 20 
November to Friday 4 December.  If you think that you 
can host a French student, we would love to hear from 
you!  Email c.rogers@burychurch.bury.sch.uk or ring the 
school to find out more.  Merci! 

 

 

 

EXAM SUCCESS 

Congratulations to Joy Bannister in Year 

11 who has passed ABRSM Grade 5 

Music Theory with DISTINCTION. 

there.  The main thing that I bought was a pair of trainers, bright 
pink and orange, Nike Flyknit-mat!  After that it was time to come 
home.  We drove to San Francisco airport and waited for our 
flight.  Finally, we arrived back in Heathrow but we then still had 
a five hour journey to Bury which I thought went pretty fast.  We 
arrived in Bury at approximately 10.30pm.  That following night I 
didn't get to sleep until 4.00am and didn't wake up until 3.00pm 
the next day. 
 
Overall my trip to America was out of this world and I would 
happily do it all over again.  In fact me writing this now makes 

me think back and makes me miss it even more.  If you ever get the chance to go to America take up that 
choice because you wont regret it.  I didn’t. 

Olivia  - Year 11 



THANK YOU FROM SAHODAR UK 



THE BIGGEST YEAR 7 RESIDENTIAL EVER! 
 
The start of October saw 159 Year 7 pupils and 16 staff and volunteers making their way to Staffordshire for 
the Year 7 residential.  This is the largest group that we have ever taken on a Year 7 residential.  The Year 
7 residential is a way of encouraging friendships and team spirit to develop.  We think this was achieved, 
but the test is in what our “customers” thought of it.  Some pupils were asked for their views and this is what 
they said. 
 
Danny 7BN 
“The bus ride had some delays on the way but I was glad because it gave me time to take in my 
surroundings.  The landscape was picture perfect.  When I arrived the welcome I was given couldn't have 
been warmer.  The staff really do try their best to take care of Bury Church of England High School year 
after year.  I'm surprised they put up with us for an hour, let alone three whole days.  The first activity was 
THE ZONE.  It introduced us to one another and taught us valuable lessons we will use each and every day 
in our lives.  I personally learned a few important things.  The outdoor activities are even greater; abseiling, 
zip-wire and high ropes are the main things I enjoyed, even though I'm scared of heights.  There are even 
water activities, though I didn't stay long enough to enjoy them.  There really is only one word for 
Residential and that is....AWESOME!  I think the Year 7 Residential is the opportunity of a lifetime and I 
encourage anyone and everyone to go”.  
 
Kieran 7RN 
“I enjoyed the Year 7 residential as it was jam-packed with lots of fun activities and you got to stay up late! 
Not only that but I conquered my fear of heights by abseiling off a tall tower and completing a high rope 
obstacle course.  Although I had already made a great group of friends, we are now more confident and 
more 'friends' than we were before.  Don't miss out if you have the chance to go!!” 
 
Alisha 7EN 
“I enjoyed the residential because it gave me confidence.  I have never been away from home before and it 
showed me that I can go away and have fun with friends and be ok about it.  The residential showed me 
how to work as part of a team and that it’s good to have support from friends.  It was so fun and sometimes 
a bit scary.  I had a really good time and I would do it again”.  
 
The final word is from Rachel 7UN.  It was Rachel’s birthday while we were away, and even though 
birthdays should be spent with your family, Rachel had sent a text message to her mum saying " It's sooooo 
much fun!"  After returning from the trip, Rachel wrote: 
  
“It was really good and so much fun.  The staff were really nice.  They challenged you in a good way to try 
and have a go at the activities.  The teachers and my friends made my birthday really special. Thank you!” 
 


