MAY 2019

Bury Church of England High School
GCSE EXAM PERIOD IS UPON US!
Our Year 11 came to the end of their GCSE courses, and are now engaged in
revision and examinations. Thursday 9 May was their commissioning day and a
great time was had by all. The pupils had a normal day up to period 3 when they
had a special assembly in the Sports Hall. This was an opportunity for their Form
Tutors to share reflections about their time together with the pupils. Each Tutor in
turn reflected on times shared and experiences and qualities of pupils that had
endeared themselves to the Tutor. This culminated in Mr Gray, a scots member of
staff donning highland dress and leading the entire Year 11 in the singing of ‘Auld
Lang Syne’ accompanied by dancing during the last verse. The entire Year group
entered into the spirit of the event. They then watched a video of scenes from their
time at Bury CE High School from the past five years.
Once the assembly was brought to
an end by Miss Quinn leading the
pupils in a prayer, they made their
way over to the school restaurant to
collect their commissioning meal
before the entered the School Hall
to eat it.
The Hall had been
decorated with balloons in school
colours, along with napkins and
tablecloths to create a banqueting
hall effect. After the meal, Miss
Chapman, the Head of Year 11,
presented certificates of ‘the person
most likely to…’ These were all
positive predictions of possible future prime ministers, teachers, models, or ‘Nobel
Prize’ winners to name but a few! Each pupil who gained a certificate was greeted
by a resounding round of applause.
It was then time to walk up to Bury Parish Church where parents, grandparents and
friends of the school were gathering to commission the Year Group before God and
commit them into His care for the coming examinations and life beyond. Each pupil,
as well as receiving Holy
Communion, was given a pencil
case that was examination
compliant, and which would act
as a gift by which they could
remember their high school.
Once the service concluded, the
Year 11s made their way home,
ready to return to do their best in
the GCSE examinations that are
now underway. We are thankful
to the Rector and PCC of the
Parish Church for their hosting of

the service and their continued support for
Bury CE High School.
We are preparing for two international events.
A group of staff and pupils will be leaving the
school to visit our partner school in Riom,
France shortly. They will be hosted by pupils
and their families of College Lycee Sainte
Marie, and are very excited about going. This
will continue to strengthen our partnership
with this French partner school.
We are expecting the arrival of 12 pupils and
5 Head Teachers from Diocese of Lahore
Church Schools next half term. Included in
this group will be visitors from our partner school, St Denys School, in Muree. We will be welcoming this
group and giving them an experience of life in the UK. They will be accompanied by Colonel Azim, the
Director of Education of Lahore Diocese, and Bishop Irfan, the Diocesan Bishop. During their stay, we
hope to visit York, London, and Manchester. A Youth Service with a difference is being planned, as is
time in school to experience learning in a Church of England High School. Pupils, staff and friends of Bury
CE High School will be hosting our visitors and we are hopeful that a great time will be had by all.
It is with sadness that I have to report the death of one of our governing body. Mr John McKenzie died
suddenly over Easter. He was a strong supporter of Bury CE High School, bringing his financial expertise
to bear to help us navigate difficult times in education funding. His commitment to the welfare of the pupils
and staff of the school was a blessing to us. His funeral was on Friday 17 May 2019. His presence will be
sorely missed and we pray for his wife and family as they grieve.
It is the time of year when we exhibit the wonderful art work that has been produced by our GCSE art
pupils. The exhibition took place on Thursday 16 May and displayed a wonderful range of excellent art
work. It was a credit to the pupils and Mr Kneale and Mrs Manning, their staff, who have guided them
through the course and taught them the techniques needed to generate such superb quality work.
Finally, a couple of Year 11 parents have written to me to express their feelings about our school. The
first states “We wanted a school that would nurture our amazing (albeit slightly bizarre) sons; you have
exceeded expectations!” and the second said “Thanks and gratitude to all the staff that have helped and
nurtured our daughters’ academic, physical and emotional wellbeing over the years. Who you are, really
makes a difference! Thank you.” I believe that this shows that we continue to provide a quality education
that addresses what parents are looking for in a High School.
Revd C Watson

INTERVIEW WITH MR COGGAN
At Easter, the Science Department welcomed Mr Coggan as a new Chemistry teacher. Here is a little
"getting to know you"!
Who is your favourite scientist? Rutherford - he was based in Manchester so is a local hero.
Why did you want to be a teacher? I enjoy the job, and I want to help inspire and enthuse young people in
Science.
If you weren't a teacher, what would you do? I think I would be working in a hospital doing research.
What's been your favourite part of Bury CE High School so far? A warm welcome and seeing former
teachers again!
What is weird about being a former pupil and now teacher? Hearing Mr Wilson's rubbish jokes again, and
again!
What hobbies do you have? I like reading and travelling. My favourite place to visit is New York.

GEOGRAPHY GCSE
The Year 11 geographer's have recently received their Issue Evaluation topic for Paper 3 Geographical
Applications. Every year students are given a different geographical issue to explore, analyse and
ultimately make a decision based on knowledge and evidence. In the past students have looked at the
building of a new reservoir in Oxford to manage water supplies in London and the development of a tourist
resort in Bali. This year the topic is Building a new road through the Peruvian Rainforest. Year 11
students have spent the last lessons for their GCSE being decision makers and applying their knowledge
to a real life situation. This Issue Evaluation counts for 15% of their overall GCSE and will be examined in
Paper 3 on Thursday 13 June.

MATHEMATICS
As a department we try and encourage students to engage with maths that they encounter in everyday life.
As we have done percentages with Year 8 this term we have used examples from the payday loans
companies to alert them to the reality of large interest rates. They were astonished to work out that if you
borrowed £100 for 3 months you could still have to pay back at a rate of 1270%. This led to some
excellent discussions. Ethics and justice also apply in mathematics!
Another interesting source of daily problems has been from Radio 4’s Today programme: (yes
Mrs
Watson does listen to Radio 4) We would recommend these to you, easily available on the radio 4
website. Here is one such example:

It’s great to engage in maths together. Have fun!

MOCK INTERVIEW EVENING
On Tuesday 9 April our Year 10 pupils took part in the
Mock Interview Evening at Bury Town Hall.
Each pupil completed a 15 minute interview with an
employer in a formal setting. At the end of the interview
our pupils were given specific feedback about their
interview.
Prior to the evening, all Year 10 pupils took part in a
Mock Interview Evening Preparation Deeper Learning
Day. They learnt how to write a CV and cover letter and
had to produce this for the employer during their
interview. During the deeper learning day pupils also
took part in an interview skills workshop.
The evening was a fantastic success and a crucial part of
our
pupils
educational
experience.
The
interviewers were extremely impressed with the
professionalism of our pupils and many of our pupils felt
that the experience and feedback they received evening
will allow them to be more confident in future interviews.
Well done Year 10.

HOLA
The Languages Department are embarking
on a new adventure by adding Spanish to
the languages which are already taught in
school (French and German).
We are
pleased to welcome Miss Bibby, our new
Spanish and French teacher. We are sure
that she will be a great addition to our
department and we are looking forward to
working with her on our Spanish!

TECHNOLOGY
The Year 11 Technology students have all handed in their coursework and were looking forward to relaxing
until we broke the news that they will be spending every waking hour revising for the upcoming exam.
They should be really proud of what they have achieved and can collect their practical work at the start of
October. Here is a selection of the products they have made based on the themes of Festivals, Travelling
and the Zoo. Good luck in your upcoming exam

Briony

Arrianne

Jade
Ryan
Chloe

Maja

Lucy

Well done all of you
Corey

SHAKESPEARE WEEK
On April 1st the English Department hosted a Shakespeare Week
with lots of different activities taking place to celebrate the famous
writer. During the week each year group, within their English
lessons, studied a different Shakespeare play: Hamlet, Romeo
and Juliet, Henry V and Macbeth. There were also events taking
place in the Library each lunchtime for all pupils to get involved in.
The first lunchtime event involved Revd Watson, Mr Warburton
and Mr Redmond discussing their favourite Shakespeare plays
and why they enjoy his work so much. The idea was to show
pupils that it’s not only English teachers who like Shakespeare
and that his plays and sonnets can be enjoyed by everyone!
On the second day Mrs Walker and Miss Poff led a drama activity
where pupils could act out and immerse themselves in a
Shakespeare play. The two plays chosen were A Midsummers
Night’s Dream and The Tempest. Pupils were given character
names and had to act out what was happening in the scene as it
was read out. This provided pupils with the opportunity to really
get involved in the plot and to re-create the atmosphere in The
Globe Theatre!
On Wednesday there was a Quote Quest! In teams pupils were
given a clue sheet with ten different Shakespeare plays. The
challenge was to firstly find the different quotes stuck up round
school and then try and figure out which play the quote was from.
The first team back with a correctly filled in sheet won a prize.
Towards the end of the week Miss Poff showed pupils different
clips and trailers from various Shakespeare inspired films. These
included The Lion King, She’s The Man, Ten Things I Hate About
You and West Side Story.
We
wanted to show that
Shakespeare’s work has influenced many modern well known
films that are perhaps more relatable (and understandable!) to the
pupils.
The week concluded with a Globe Theatre Making Competition
where pupils made their own version of the famous theatre.
There were lots of impressive entries where it was obvious a lot of
hard work had gone into creating it. A £5 Amazon gift voucher
was awarded to everyone who took part with the winning entry
receiving £30. The competition was even judged by Shakespeare
himself!

AU REVOIR
On a sad note, Marvin, our French Assistant, who has been with us since October, is coming to the end of
his time with us and will be leaving us at half term. He has been an invaluable asset in the Languages
Department, helping children to practise their spoken French, running French Club every Friday and
getting involved in the School Production amongst other things! We wish him the best of luck for the future
and hope that he keeps in touch with us.
Here is what he had to say about his time with us:
“Dear students and members of staff, I arrived in England on the 25 September 2018, that is to say, 8
months ago. I left France and I remember being so excited and thrilled to leave it, because it was the start
of something new. I think I was 6 years old when I started learning English and it changed my life and I
wanted to live in England. So I worked hard and when I got my bachelor’s degree in English and
American literature and civilisation, I had the opportunity to go to England to work as a French Language
Assistant. A lot of people asked me: ‘Why Bury?’ Why Manchester? The thing is, when I sent my
application, I did not get to choose a specific area. Last June I got an e-mail from Mrs Rogers that said ,
“Dear Marvin, My name is Mrs Rogers and I am Head of the Languages Department at Bury Church of
England High School. I have just received your file from the British Council and we are looking forward to
welcoming you in our school in a few months' time!” This e-mail changed everything and I could not be
happier. I will never thank Mrs Rogers enough for welcoming me so well, as you all did, be you teachers,
pupils or other members of staff. I was amazed and still am by the set of good values and principles that
your school has and shares. I admire your international relations as well as your charity involvement. I
have never seen such an involvement in any of the French schools I went to or worked in. This year was a
bit challenging for me because while I was an assistant here, I had to study for my master’s at the same
time, which was not always easy, but, during all these months I had a genuine pleasure to help you
practise your French and be with you everyday. I know that French is not an easy language to learn, it
wasn’t easy for me - and it is my mother tongue - so how could it be easy for you? But it is so important,
speaking another language and learning about its culture is essential because it expands your possibilities
and your way of seeing the world. You may sometimes feel that you don’t need it today, but what about
tomorrow, or the day after? If you give it a chance, I am sure you will be so proud, because there is so
much you can do.
Thank you to Mrs Rogers, Mr. Warburton, Mrs Green, Mr Mulhearn, Mrs Kowalczyk, Mrs Duke, Miss Bibby
and of course Reverend Watson. I also want to thank Mrs Fyfe for letting me be part of the school
production, you are amazing and working with you and all the pupils who took part in it was a lot of fun and
I learnt a lot. This year has certainly been busy for me, I went onto the stage for the staff pantomime, I
went to York with the French exchange pupils, I danced African dance in the Hall and Salsa in R1, and last
but not least, I dressed up as a bunny for Easter! And I sincerely feel grateful for all that. I learnt a lot
from the English education system, which is really different from the French one. It will help me a lot for my
future career.
My year among you is about to end. As I said, I arrived here on the 25 September, and I will leave on the
25 May. I am sad and I know I am going to miss the school and all of you, but ‘the show must go on’. I
am going back to university to do the second year of my master’s degree, I will write my dissertation on the
rights of Muslim women in the United States, and then I will do a Ph.D. I know it is going to be
challenging, but it is my dream. And if you work hard for it, you can fulfil your dreams.
The last thing I can tell you before leaving is: be happy, be yourself. God loves you for who you are. In
her book Their Eyes were Watching God, Zora Neale Hurston, a very famous African-American writer from
the early twentieth century, wrote: ‘Two things everybody’s got tuh do fuh theyselves. They got tuh go tuh
God, and they got tuh find out about livin’ fuh theyselves.”
It is now time for me to say Good-bye.
And again a huge thank you.
Good luck to everyone with their exams.
And who knows, maybe we will meet again?
Marvin”

RE DEPARTMENT

CALLING ALL ALUMNI!

In preparation for their first GCSE
paper, Year 10 pupils have been
studying hard in the run up to the exam.
The department hosted a study day on
the 10 May and all of Year 10 spent the
day revisiting topics and exam
technique.
Pupils have worked
extremely hard and have applied
themselves diligently to their studies.
We wish them every success in this first
attempt at an external exam. Good luck
Year 10!

If there are former members of Bury
Church of England High School in your
family and they would like to be kept
abreast of school developments and
events, please forward contact details
to the following email address:

WORSHIP

UNIVERSITY OF MANCHESTER

Many events have been going on over
the last few weeks for the Worship
Department. We have held Easter
Communions at the beginning of the
Trinity Term; these offered an
opportunity for year groups to come
together to celebrate the resurrection of
Christ and share in the Eucharist.
There were inspirational talks given by
members of the clergy that helped focus
our minds on the importance of Easter
and the love shown to us by God.

On Wednesday 1 May, 15 Year 10 pupils visited the University
of Manchester to get a taste of life at University. They enjoyed
a talk from a university ambassador about what it’s like to
study at university, and went on a tour of the campus. After
having a free lunch, they took part in an interactive session on
student life. Our Year 10s learnt about the different activities
and societies they could be a part of as a student, and had the
chance to invent their own societies in the iconic Manchester
Academy.
Their ideas included Cuisine Society, Travel
Society and Music Society, some of which proved popular with
other school groups who were also part of the session.
Overall, the trip was a resounding success and we’re looking
forward to taking a group of the current Year 9s next year!

alumni@burychurch.bury.sch.uk
Additionally, if any alumni have also served in the armed
forces, we would love to hear about their service. Please
contact school using the email address above.

COMMISSIONING SERVICE
Well the day of the 9 May arrived and what a wonderful day that it was. Watching the Form Tutors pay
tribute to their forms was magical and created many memories; Mr Gray’s rendition of Auld Lang Syne
was certainly memorable! It was great to share lunch and eat together and for the balloons to remain
intact was nothing short of a miracle! They brought much joy to the pupils who had the bonus of taking
them home!
Pupils, staff and family members joined in Holy Communion and reflected on the time that pupils have
spent at our school. The service was presided over by The Rector, Rev Julian Heaton and an engaging
and thought provoking talk was given by Rev Simon Cook. Church really did set the tone.
We wish Year 11 every success in their coming exams and hope they will keep in touch about their
adventures beyond Bury Church of England High School. As you now move on to bigger things, think
about how you can serve the world as you move forward.
To the Leavers of 2019 - God Speed

YEAR 7/8 RUGBY BURY CE HIGH SCHOOL VS WOODHEY HIGH SCHOOL
On Thursday 9 March the boys rugby team played away at Woodhey High School. Woodhey were in the
stronger position throughout the first half leading by 7 tries to none, but after the halftime break Bury CE
High School returned to the field with an improved attitude and managed to bring the score back to 7-4, at
one point the game got tense towards the end with Woodhey putting on some substitutes towards the last
five minutes and gaining the lead 8-4. Then I gained a try on behalf of Bury CE High School in the last
play of the game, running from the back corner of their half to score a try the end the final score was 8-5.
Bury CE High School look forward to having a better season next year.
If anyone is interested in playing rugby ask Mr Connolly in the PE Department if you can take part.
Jack R, 8BG

VOLLEYBALL
On Tuesday 30 April Miss Hulme took 12 Girls to the
Armitage Sports Centre to represent the school in
the U13's and U15's Greater Manchester School
Games competing in Volleyball. The girls performed
excellently against some tough opponents.
They
narrowly missed out on a medal and both
teams finished in 4th place overall. A massive well
done to all involved!
On Wednesday 1 May Miss Hulme took 12 Boys to the
Armitage Sports centre to represent the school in
the U13's and U15's Greater Manchester School
Games competing in Volleyball. The boys performed
excellently against some tough opponents. The U15's
narrowly missed out on a medal and finished in 4th
place overall. The U13's finished in 6th place. A
massive well done to all involved!

YEAR 8 BOYS AND GIRLS DODGEBALL

YEAR 8 BOYS BASKETBALL
The Year 8 Boys Basketball team played in a Bury
Schools Competition at Philips on Monday 13
May. Bury CE High School were in a group with
Philips, St Monica's and Prestwich.
In the first game Bury CE High School lost to a really
strong team from Philips. Bury CE High School then
played St Monica's in the second game and this
ended up a draw. It was a really end to end game
against St Monica's with both teams taking the lead
at different times. In the third game Bury CE High
School beat Prestwich.
Bury CE High School came joint second in their
group but unfortunately just missed out on
qualification on the difference between baskets
scored and baskets conceded.
Well done to the students who played from Bury CE
High School and the player of the match was
Andrew.

Bury CE High School entered a Year 8 Boys team and
a Year 8 Girls team in the Bury School Dodgeball
Competition at Woodhey on Wednesday 8 May. This
competition was open to all the secondary schools in
the Bury local authority. All the students from Bury CE
High School who attended were brilliant. The Girls
team finished 3rd overall in Bury and the Boys team
came 1st overall in Bury. Well done to all the students
who played. Player of the competition on the Girls
team was Ruby and player of the competition on the
Boys team was Ashkan. The Boys team will now go
on to represent Bury in the Greater Manchester School
Games on Wednesday 26 June.

YEAR 7 BOYS FOOTBALL
Well done to the Year 7 Boys Football team who beat a
really strong team from St Monica's in the semi-final of
the Bury Schools Cup. Bury CE High School won the
game 4-0 and the player of the match from Bury CE
High School was Alfie C.
Scorers from Bury CE High School were Theo with 2
goals and Alfie D with 2 goals.
Bury CE High School now go on to play Elton in the
final of the Bury Schools Cup on Tuesday 14 May.

YEARS 7-9 BASKETBALL PRACTICE
Basketball training for Years 7-9 is after school on Mondays and is open to all students. Bury CE High
School is really fortunate to have an expert coach leading the training. Larry Spencer used to play
Basketball to a really high standard and even played against the world famous Michael Jordan. Students
have really enjoyed working with Larry and this Basketball club will continue after May half term in
preparation for next season.

CAMP BURY
On Friday 3 May Miss Hulme took a group of 30
Year 7 pupils to Bury College for a sports event
organised by BTEC L3 Sport students. Pupils
where split into 5 teams that they would compete
in for the remainder of the day. Throughout the
day pupils used their teamwork, communication,
agility and co-ordination skills to overcome a
selection of tasks and challenges.
These
included a pit of doom, Ninja Warrior
playground, treasure hunt, sports snakes and
ladders and NFL throwing. Pupils excelled at
overcoming obstacles and thrived on the
competitive element of the day. Each team
worked fantastically together and where a credit
to themselves and the school. Overall it was the
yellow team who clinched top spot and came
away with a medal for their success. Certificates
where also awarded in the closing ceremony to
celebrate the pupils contribution, effort and
participation. It was an extremely well organised
and fun day that the pupils thoroughly enjoyed.

“On the day we had a variety of different challenges
we had to accomplish. When we arrived we had a
welcome talk about what was going to happen
throughout the day. We were put into teams and
started doing our challenges. We did NFL Football,
Ninja Warrior course, Blind Folded course, big
Snakes and Ladders, Basketball and categorising
famous athletes with sports.

We found the coaches very welcoming and they explained the
activities very well. The winners were the yellow team. Overall we
all found it very helpful to improve our communication and teamwork
skills. Olivia commented that it was a good experience but we need
to bring more people. Millie said it was good and Ryan said it was
great fun.”
Sam H, Luke A-M & Sophie W, Year 7

Year 7 and Year 8 End of Term Football Competition
In the last week of the Easter term our Year 7 and Year 8 students
got the opportunity to enter a 7 a'side Football competition. In total 5
teams entered and each team could only have a maximum of 4
school team players. The standard of Football was really high and
students really enjoyed this opportunity to play against each other.
The competition came down to the final game and a team from Year 8 won. The Year 7 team who
entered came second but were absolutely brilliant throughout the competition.
Well done to all the students who took part.

YEAR 9 KICK BOXING
WORLD CHAMPION
Well done to Georgia in
Year 9 who recently won
gold at the ICO Kick
Boxing
World
Championships to become
the world champion for her
age
group
in
this
sport. This is the second
year in a row that Georgia
has
become
world
champion.
This is an
absolutely
fantastic
achievement
and
everyone in school is
really proud.

“In November I will be competing in the
WKKC World Championships which is being
held in New York, America. I qualified for this
competition in March. I had to fight a number
of people from around Europe as only three
people can qualify.
This is an amazing achievement for me.
However, it will not be easy as I have already
started my training routine but I feel the hard
work will pay off.
Kickboxing is a brilliant sport for anyone.”
Georgia

MANCHESTER CITY V CARDIFF CITY
Many thanks to Manchester City FC for providing staff and students at Bury CE High School with some
free tickets for the Manchester City v Cardiff City premier league game Wednesday 3 April. It was a great
opportunity for staff and students from school to go and see live premier league Football. The staff and
students from Bury CE High School really enjoyed the game which Manchester City won 2-0.

ROCHDALE RUFC UNDER 13'S LANCASHIRE CUP SUCCESS
Well done to Adam and Jack in Year 8 who were part of a really successful Rochdale RUFC Under 13's
team who have won the Lancashire Cup for Rugby Union. This is a brilliant achievement for all who
played on the team and even more impressive given the high standard of opposition that Rochdale RUFC
had to beat in order to win the cup. Well done from everyone at Bury CE High School.

AQA GCSE PE REVISION WEBINARS AND REVISION
The PE Department at Bury CE High School organised for two AQA GCSE PE revision webinars to be
shown as part of the AQA GCSE PE revision programme. These revision webinars were led by a lead
AQA GCSE PE examiner and expert called Ross Howitt. The first revision webinar focused on all aspects
of Paper 1 with the second focusing on all aspects Paper 2.
Additional GCSE PE theory revision and catch up is on every week at the following times and all
AQA GCSE PE students are welcome:
Every Monday after school until 4.35pm - please meet at the Sports Hall
Every Tuesday and Wednesday lunch in S1 (Drama)
Students doing AQA GCSE PE must remember that theory is worth 70% of final grades in AQA GCSE PE.

YEAR 7 & 8 GIRLS RUGBY
On Tuesday 14 May Miss Hulme took the Year 7 & 8 girls'
rugby team to compete in a local friendly
competition against Woodhey and Broadoak. It was a
great opportunity for all girls to show off their talents and
skills in a friendly yet competitive environment. The girls
walked away with 2 successful victories. A massive well
done to everyone, it was great to see so many females
involved in rugby! The player of the competition was
Nicole Hornby.

GREATER MANCHESTER COUNTY SCHOOLS FA GIRLS U15S CUP FINAL
Wednesday 15 May saw the U15 girls football
team take part in the GMCSFA U15s Cup final.
The girls had done an amazing job getting to the
final beating some tough opposition on the way.
The final was equally as hard against a very
good Crompton House team. The girls twice
came from behind to finish normal time 2-2,
forcing extra time. It was only in the last 30
seconds of extra time, with the game almost set
to go to penalties, Crompton House somehow
managed to squeeze the ball over the line to win
the game 3-2. The standard of football was very
high and the game was played in a very high
tempo throughout and end to end, which in the
warm weather was admirable and showed just
how determined the girls were to do well. The
girls did themselves and the school proud and
should be very pleased with their achievement.
We couldn’t have asked anymore of from them,
they gave it everything they had and more. Well
Team pictured above enjoying a well deserved ice
done to Esme, Hollie, Sophie, Olivia, Makenzie,
lolly after the game
Jasmine, Faith, Robyn, Emma and Emily.

DUKE OF EDINBURGH BRONZE AWARD
Members of the year group are preparing for their first expedition at Garstang in June

PEER MENTORS
Training will begin next term for those who applied and were successful in being selected for this
important school role.

SUMMER CONCERT
The annual summer concert will take place on Thursday 27 June and will feature performances from the
school choir, concert band, jazz band, string orchestra, rock group and soloists. Tickets for the concert
will be available from the Music Department after the May half-tem holiday.

EXAM SUCCESS
Congratulations to Year 7 pupil, Scott who has passed his Grade 3 percussion exam with Merit.

MUSIC CURRICULUM FOCUS
This half term our learning has focussed on:
Year 7: Music inspired by Art. Pupils have been composing music using a famous picture from the
Houston public media website as inspiration. Pupils have also created graphic scores for their
compositions.
Year 8: Pupils have been learning about the musical characteristics of MOTOWN and the social history
behind the creation of this famous record label.
Year 9: Pupils have completed a study of the recording techniques pioneered for the first time by the
Beatles of the famous Sgt Pepper album of 1967.
Year 10: Pupils are preparing to record their first GCSE composition for submission to the exam board.
Year 11: Recording sessions for the solo and ensemble performances are now complete. The listening
and musical analysis exams take place in June.

CHARITIES

YEAR NINE HOLOCAUST STUDY

This year in Charities we have had a very successful year;
raising over £1200. This has been from and distributed to
the following:
£150 British Red Cross - Bake Sale
£450 Grace’s Place - Panto
£200 MacMillan - Bake Sale
£450 Homes for Good - Run
Over 300 toys and gifts (items of stationary) where given to
the Salvation Army.
Used items where distributed to the Gap Unit for asylum
seekers and boxes of stationary went to St Denys.
Ellie W, 7YY & Ella S, 7BY

On Thursday 4 April, all of Year 9 took
part in the annual Holocaust Study Day.
The objectives of the day were to:

Increase student awareness on the
diversity of pre -war Jewish life in
Europe before the Nazis came to
power in Germany.

Explain why Hitler was able to come
to power in Germany, and the
subsequent impact on Jewish and
other minority communities.

Investigate moral dilemmas and
choices during the Holocaust.
Students approached the morning
sessions with interest and maturity, and
there were plenty of thoughtful and
mature insights shared about the key
issues.
One of the activities was
designed to show how and why ordinary
human beings were capable of making
awful moral choices which resulted in
discrimination and murder.

We are hoping to have raised £1500 by the end of the
term. We are very thankful to everyone who has got
involved this year and if there is anyone pupils who would
like to join please come along to U10 on a Tuesday
lunchtime. You would be more than welcome!
Hannah G, 10YN
In Charities we are going to help with climate change by
going out of school one day to do a litter pick around the
school community. We are also hoping to get bins and
bags for plastic bottles.
Jessica B, 7CY
During the course of next term we will be introducing a
brand new charity with a really exciting cause. This charity
is called Special Effects.org they work with children and
adults with disabilities which stop them from doing things
like sporting activities. Special Effects help to get people
playing video games and seeing visual effects again. So
next term we going to hold a talent show after school (date
TBC) to raise money for this amazing charity. Please help
and come to our talent show. We need YOUR help!
Ruby T, 7BY
Homes for Good is a charity helps foster children become
adopted in to Christian homes. We raised £450 by doing a
sponsored run. Well done to everyone who ran.
Faith G, 7YY
In charities we organised a staff panto. People paid £1 to
watch it. The panto raised £450 which was donated to
Grace’s Place which is a children’s hospice that takes care
of children in their last stages of life.
Brogan C, 7CY & Eloise J, 7YY
In December we all collected toys and stationary for
children which was given to the Salvation Army, the GAP
Unit and St Denys. We collected a whopping 300 items!
The Salvation Army distributed to children so they had a
Christmas present. The GAP Unit sent on to asylum
seekers and to St Denys to help with their education. The
GAP Unit had an amazing Christmas Party with all our
gifts.
Joseph G, 7BY

In the afternoon, staff and students alike
had the privilege of listening to the
testimony of Holocaust survivor, Tomi
Komoly. Tomi spoke to the students for
an hour and took a range of questions
based on his individual experiences.
Tomi was born in Budapest, Hungary, in
1936.
As the Second World War
progressed after 1939, more anti-Jewish
laws were passed by the Hungarian
government, and Tomi’s father was
conscripted for forced labour. His fate is
still unknown to this day.
Following the German occupation of
Hungary in 1944, Tomi and his mother
were relocated to the Budapest Jewish
ghetto. Following the near arrest of his
mother, she and Tomi escaped the ghetto
and were hidden in the cellar of a
Christian family’s home. Tomi was just
nine years old at the end of the war when
he and his mother were liberated.
I would like to thank the Holocaust
Education Trust for facilitating Tomi’s
visit. As time passes there are now fewer
opportunities to hear survivor testimonies;
I am sure that the experience our
students gained allowed them to reflect
and consider the relevance of the
Holocaust today.
Mr R Kanter

MR REDMOND’S TRIP DOWN MEMORY LANE
With Mrs McMaster joining the CS&IT Department this summer, there’s been an influx of new ideas, but
one of them has me reminiscing on my first ever ICT lesson – back in the dim-and-distant (at least as far
as the students are concerned) 1980s.
If we think back to our school days with 20, 30 or even more years of hindsight, there are probably very
few actual lessons that stick in your mind. It will probably come as no surprise that one that stands out in
my memory is my first ever ICT lesson.
To borrow a phrase from one of my favourite recent sitcoms, it
was 1980-something and our class was moved into what was
essentially the music room for a special lesson. We used the
music room because it had a large central floor space, an area
that for this lesson had been covered in large sheets of paper, and
in the centre of the paper was a robot, with a transparent shell like
a turtle. A long cable was connected to a Model B BBC
microcomputer, and the teacher demonstrated how we could
program instructions into the computer to have the turtle draw
shapes and patterns on the paper.
Thirty-cough-something years later and Mrs McMaster suggests
using a turtle simulator with the Python programming language we
have been teaching to Year 8s and I realise that this simple interface is just as good for helping students
understand the core principles of computer programming now as it was back in the 80s. We don’t have
the floor space, the paper or the physical robot, but your children don’t need to wait their turn and then five
minutes of run time to see whether they have correctly programmed the turtle to draw the square,
hexagon or whatever. Instead, they have a PC each, and can get an instant on-screen simulation of the
turtle moving across the paper, drawing their shape. It can also colour in the shape that they have drawn
– something beyond the turtle robot of the 80s.
I doubt, in the days where everyone has a computer in their pocket several times more powerful than a
BBC model B, that these lessons will the same lasting impact on our students that my first ICT lesson had
on me, but hopefully it will show them that programming can be a fun and stimulating challenge, and may
be inspire one or two of them to pursue a career in IT. Only time will tell.

THEATRE TRIPS
It has been a good few weeks at school for theatre-lovers, as the Drama Department has run two very
successful trips. Just before Easter over 60 of us went to see "Blood Brothers" at the Lowry in Salford
and on May 1 another coachload went to see the Royal Exchange Theatre's sell-out production of "West
Side Story". Everyone enjoyed themselves, looked fabulous and set an example to others in terms of our
audience skills and behaviour. Ms Fyfe is not ashamed to say, she cried in both performances.
I think it's great that at Bury CE High School, theatre trips are not just for those doing GCSE Drama.
Everyone is given the opportunity to have this fantastic cultural experience, and hopefully develop a lifelong love of theatre.
The next trip is to see the comedy "Hobson's Choice" on June 19 - there could be some tickets left if you
contact Ms Fyfe asap! Maybe she'll cry tears of laughter this time!

GCSE DRAMA
The Year 11 group performed in front of the AQA examiner at the start of May. She was very impressed
by some of the performances, particularly from the play "Two" by Jim Cartwright. Well done to all the
students who performed.

