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“As we begin this new decade the school is seeing new possibilities and it continues to 
be a busy and active term.  Our pupils are engaging in various activities and are 
continuing to flourish as they embrace the new challenges and opportunities offered to 
them, enabling them to live life in all its fullness."  

Mrs T Astley, Acting Headteacher 

Bury Church of England High School 

ORIENTEERING SPRING SEASON 
 
The Spring Season of events is now underway with a 
series of events organised by local clubs SELOC and 
PFO.  Two of our orienteers have competed in the first 
two events at Tandle Hill and Staghill Woods.  Adam T 
has finished in second place on the 2.5km Orange 
Course at both events and Jessica Briers finished in a 
credible 10th place at Staghills Woods to complete her 
third qualifying run and gaining her Orange Standard 
Badge.  The remaining dates and venues are listed 
here and it is hoped that more of orienteers will be able 
to take part. 
 
Saturday League Fixtures List: 
 
8 February  Daisy Nook Country Park, Oldham 
15 February Alexandra Park, Oldham 
29 February Towneley Park, Burnley 
7 March  Witton Park, Blackburn 

Mr Gray 

PENDLE FOREST 
ORIENTEERS 
REGIONAL EVENT  
 
To round of a successful 
autumn season of events, 
Olivia, 7YB finished in first 
place on the Yellow Course 
at the PFO Regional Event, 
in a time of 22 mins 23 secs.  
Battling against strong winds 
and freezing temperatures, 
Olivia navigated the 2.0 km 
course over open moorland 
in the vicinity of Darwen 
Tower. This is the first time 
Olivia has competed solo in 
open terrain which she found 
quite challenging but 
enjoyable nevertheless. Her 
result at Darwen Moor 
means she has now gained 
her Yellow Standard badge 
after only three events. Well 
done Olivia! 

Mr Gray 

CHARITIES 
 
The charities group have made a donation of £140.00 to 
Red Door Bury.  It is a charitable organisation supporting 
homeless and vulnerable individuals in Bury.  They 
provide food, clothing support and advice in helping 
people find accommodation and access other 
services available to them.  £140.00 has been 
donated to Toilet Twinning.  This enables people 
living in poor communities like the Congo to have 
clean water and basic sanitation along with 
educating the community about hygiene.  £160.00 
has been donated to an orphanage in Malawi.  The 
money was raised from the Christmas fund raising 
activities organised by the charities group in school. 

REVERSE ADVENT CALENDAR 
 
Over the advent period 8RY completed a 'reverse advent calendar' to support Rock 
FM's Mission Christmas appeal.  This meant that each morning a pupil who had a 
chocolate from the calendar had to return with either a gift or £1.  As a result of this the 
form and Miss Hulme raised £30 to buy gifts and donate these for disadvantaged 
children in the North West, aged from 0-18 years old.  We did this to spread some 
Christmas spirit and help those less fortunate than us.  



THE ORIENTEERING HEATON PARK EVENT 
 
One Saturday morning in October, the Bury CE High 
School Orienteering Team travelled to Heaton Park to 
compete in British Schools Score Orienteering 
Championships.  The night before I was so excited that 
I could not sleep!  It certainly lived up to its 
expectations.  First of all the whole team met up at the 

Stables Café.  Once the 
whole team had arrived 
we walked up to Heaton 
Hall and just in front of it 
we set up a small tent.  
Since it was quite sunny 
we managed to take a 
very good picture. 
 
Because I was competing in the Year 7 Girls category, I was allowed to 
race in a pair.  I ran with one of my best friend Bella.  We were last on the 
setting off sheet so we had a very long wait before we were even allowed to 

go up to get started.  We were entertained for a while because we chatted 
with Brook and Ruby who were starting 15 minutes before us.  When it was 
our turn to start, we walked up to the start checkpoint and got given all the 
equipment we needed.  This included: a dibber, a whistle and a map (of 
course!).  We listened to the countdown. 5…4…3…2…1…GO!  We straight 
away could see Control 1.  Now this event was a score event.  The 
difference between a score event and a classic event is that in a classic 
event you have to go from 1 to 2 to 3 and so on but in a score event you 
can go to whichever control you want and each control you find gives you a 
score. F or example, you could go from 1 to 13 if it would be easiest for 
you.  Anyway, we went from control 1 to 2 to 3 to 6 to 9 to 11 to 12 to 5 to 

4.  Then by that point we had 2 minutes to get to the finish!  If we were late 
to the finish they would deduct points from our score!  For every minute we were late they deducted 5 
points!  We finished just in time so didn’t lose any points.  Here are some pictures of the team finishing. 
 
After the race practically, all of us got ice cream!  After the race Mr Gray told us that we might be in with a 

chance of a medal!  We were all 
extremely excited so we 
patiently waited for the girls 
group medals to be awarded.  
In the meantime, we were all 
kept occupied, thanks to a 
wasp.  After a long time, we 
finally found out the scores.  
The Year 7 and 8 Girls team 
came… third!  We got bronze 
medals! 
 
The girls orienteering team: 
Jessica, Brogan, Eloise, 
Brooke, Rhianna, Olivia, Bella 

and me, Zarmina. 
 

To finish off I would like to say that all the orienteering team did amazingly and I am very proud of them all. 
Zarmina, Year 7 

STREET DANCE CLUB 
 
The Bury CE High School Street Dance Club has been excellent this half term with many new students 
joining and being a great asset to the team.  All students who attend are improving their dance skills 
week on week and always come with positive attitudes.  They are going to continue working with Miss 
Mather to prepare for any future competitions or performances - well done to everyone in the dance club 
for the brilliant work!   



MALAWI CLUB 
 
The Malawi club and Asdan 
group have been busy 
planning events to raise money 
for the children’s home in 
Malawi that our school 
supports.  During the last week 
of the Christmas term they 
took part in a sweet and cake 
sale, a quiz, a cake 
competition and a Christmas 
jumper day, all with great 
prizes.  As well as raising 

money for a good cause the pupils had a lot of fun. 
 
The home supports 10 children aged 7 to 16 all of whom 
were previously homeless.  We work with PFJ, a local 
charity who work in many nations.  All the money raised 
will go directly to the home and will be taken to Malawi 
by the charity.  The children are provided with food, 
clothes, medical needs and schooling in a family 
environment. 
 
We have been very fortunate to be given a house for 
them.  We are in the process of finishing the inside of it bit by bit, to enable them to have everything they 
need. 
The children are doing very well, 2 of them even finishing near the top of their class, despite not going to 
school before!  They are so pleased to be living in a house with many friends and to be live in a place 
where they are looked after, cared for and loved.  Thank you for your support. 

Mrs J. Walker  

GIRLS FOOTBALL 
 
Only a few weeks in to the term and the girls football has already picked up momentum. 
 
Wednesday 8 January 2020 the Year 7/8 girls team set off early to Huddersfield to compete in the EFL 
Northern Area Finals, representing Bury.  This was going to be a day of high level football against some of 
the best teams in the North representing Barnsley, Bradford City, Huddersfield Town, Leeds United, 
Middlesborough, Oldham Athletic, Rochdale, Salford City and Sunderland.  It was both a challenge and a 
new experience for the girls.  Even with the cold conditions and fast paced games the girls gave a good 
account of themselves.  They played 9 games in total, with a mix of results, winning, drawing and losing, 
leaving us finishing mid table.  The girls should be immensely proud of their achievements, they played 
every game with the same determination, team spirit and sportsmanship, even though it was a long day 
they kept going to the end.  Well done to the team of: Amelia M (C), Olivia M, Freya H, Josephine K, 
Matilda H, Eryn B, Lilly D and Maisie T. 
 
Wednesday 22 January 2020 the Year 7/8 girls took part in the Bury Schools 5-a-side indoor competition 
at The Derby High School.  We took two teams to allow all girls to take part.  10 teams in total took part 
with the Derby, Parrenthorn, St Monica's, Elton and Unsworth all fielding teams.  Team 1 drew one game 
and won the other 3-0 (goals from Olivia & Amelia 2) which was enough to take them through to the semi-
final as winners of their group.  Team 2 drew one game, 1-1 and lost one 1-0 with Leah scoring the only 
goal, this resulted in a tie and needing a deciding game against Elton which Bury CE High School went on 
to win 2-0 (goals from Eryn and Leah).  This put them through to the semi-final as runners-up in their 
group, which led to us having to play Team 1.  A good competitive game ensued with Team 1 winning 2-0 
with goals from Ella and Amelia.  Team 1 then faced St Monica's in the final.  An end to end battle resulted 
in a 0-0 draw and a penalty shoot out.  Ella scored Bury CE High Schools only penalty, with 1 miss and 3 
saves.  Josephine in goal did a tremendous job saving 4 out of 5 St Monica's penalties and with the other 
one going wide Team 1 won the competition. 
 
Team 1:  Freya H, Olivia M, Amelia M, Lilly D, Ella G, Josephine K 
Team 2:  Sam H, Eryn B, Ellie W, Emily B, Leah H, Matilda H, Mille W 
 
Well done to all the girls, they have played some outstanding football this year.  Keep up the good work. 



YEAR 8 BOYS BASKETBALL 
 
The Year 8 Boys Basketball team played in a competition at Philips High School.  Bury CE High School 
beat Derby and Parrenthorn but then lost in the semi-finals to St Gabriel's’.  Player of the competition from 
Bury CE High School was Kyle P. 
 
YEAR 9 BOYS BASKETBALL 
 
The Year 9 Boys Basketball team played in a competition at Philips High School on Monday 16 
December.  They had the following results: 
 
Bury CE drew with Woodhey 
Bury CE lost to Philips 
Bury CE drew with St Gabriel's 
Bury CE beat Bury Grammar School 
Bury CE lost narrowly to Turton who scored the winning basket very late in the game 
 
Player of the competition from Bury CE High School was Adam W. 
 
YEAR 9 BOYS BASKETBALL 
 
Bury CE High School then played in the same competition after Christmas.  We played really well against 
a strong team from Philips High School and only narrowly lost.  We then beat Turton but lost in a really 
close game against Woodhey.  Player of the match was Mikyle F. 
 
The team then qualified for the 3rd and 4th place off competition against Turton for Division 1.  This game 
was on Monday 27 January.  It was a great achievement to qualify for this play off game from all the 
teams in Division 1. 
 
Turton started the game fantastically well and scored a lot of early points.  Bury CE High School kept 
working hard and managed to dominate the middle part of the game.  Turton then raised their game and 
ended up winning the game despite a good fight back from Bury CE.  Our students can be proud for 
getting to this play off game and for also not giving up. 
 
Player of the match from Bury CE High School was Adam W. 
 
GIRLS NETBALL RESULTS 
 
The Year 7 Girls Netball team beat Philips and the player of the match was Maisie T.  They then beat 
Hazelwood 9-1 and the player of the was again Maisie T.  We then lost to Parrenthorn 28-5. 
 
The Year 8 Girls Netball team beat Hazelwood 32-0 and the player is Billie-Rose B.  They then beat 
Parrenthorn 30-0 and the player of the match was Clare P.   
 
Netball practice is every Tuesday lunch in the Sports Hall with fixtures every Tuesday evening. 
 
Well done to everyone who has represented the school at Netball or attended Netball training.   
 
SWIMMING SUCCESS 
 
Well done to Ellie D in Year 9 and Fraser T in Year 10 who both continue to excel at Swimming outside of 
Swimming.  Both students work really hard in school and with their Swimming outside of school.  Both 
students are competing at a high level outside of school in Swimming. 
 

ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNORS 
 
Governors at Bury CE High School were pleased to receive three nominations for two Parent Governor 
vacancies.  As there were three nominations received, a voting ballot was held.  I am pleased to 
announce that Mrs Kathryn Andrew and Mr Jonathan Samuel were duly appointed to serve a four-year 
term of office with effect from Wednesday 29 January 2020.  
 

Mrs Michelle Johnson, Clerk to the Governing Body 



DEPARTMENT FOR EDUCATION PE VISIT BY CELIA KAVANAGH 
 
On Tuesday 14 January, Celia Kavanagh from the Department for Education (DFE) visited the PE 
Department at Bury CE High School to discuss PE and school sport.  Celia was really impressed with the 
range of extra-curricular activities on offer in school and the large number of students who take part in 
these.  Celia was also really pleased with the PE and school sport on offer at our school.  Celia offered advice 
and guidance to the department to help us further improve.  Mr Connolly (Head of PE) and Celia then 
discussed the 'DFE School Sport and Activity Action Plan' that was introduced in July 2019.  Well done to 
everyone who supports PE and school sport at Bury CE and this includes students, staff, parents, carers and 
governors.  All your help and support is much appreciated.  Many thanks to Celia for also taking the time to 
visit Bury CE. 
 
SCHOOL SPORTS ORGANISING COMMITTEE 
 
The School Sports Organising Committee recently had some Indoor Athletics training from the Bury Schools 
Games Organisers.  This is so our Sports Leaders can help and run a Primary Indoor Athletics Festival on 
Tuesday 11 February.  The feedback we have had about our Sports Leaders has been really positive and 
excellent.  Well done to our Sports Leaders from our Bury CE High School Sports Organising Committee. 
 
 
CROSS-COUNTRY SUCCESS 
 
Well done to Hannah S and Noah C in Year 9 who were both successful at the Bury Schools Cross-Country 
Championships in November.  Both students are now going on to represent Bury in the Greater Manchester 
Cross-Country Championships.  Good luck to both Hannah and Noah.  Well done for getting to the next stage 
of the competition. 
 
SPORT ENGLAND - PE AND SCHOOL SPORT ADDITIONAL FUNDING 
 
The PE Department at Bury CE High School are currently working with a number of other local schools in 
Bury to apply for some additional funding to help improve PE and school sport.  The additional funding has 
been made available through Sport England.  This funding will hopefully help the PE Department further 
improve the PE and school sport at Bury CE High School from September 2020. 
 
PE STARS OF THE WEEK 
 
Well done to the following students who have gained the 'PE Star of the Week' shown below.  The students 
shown have worked really well in PE and have also set a really positive example to their peers: 

 

Date Girls Winner and Reason Boys Winner and Reason 

Friday 
10/1/20 

Emily B in Year 7 who has shown an 
excellent attitude to learning in Core 

PE.  Emily has also demonstrated good 
commitment to extra-curricular PE. 

Tom C in Year 10 who has worked really hard in 
GCSE PE theory and practical.  Tom also got 
the highest theory score from his class in his 

recent theory exam. 

Friday 
17/1/20 

Olivia C in Year 7 for demonstrating 
excellent effort in PE. 

George B in Year 8 for being a fantastic role 
model to other students in PE. 

Friday 
24/1/20 

Lois W in Year 8 for being an excellent 
student in PE.  Also Lois was the player 
of the competition for the Girls Football 

team at Woodhey. 

Jacob D in Year 11 who has shown an excellent 
attitude to learning in GCSE PE and for also 

attending additional GCSE PE revision 
sessions. 

Friday 
31/1/20 

Esme W in Year 11 who is working 
really hard all of the time in GCSE 

PE.  Esme is also excelling at Football 
and is a fantastic role model to other 

students. 

Matthew H in Year 9 who has shown an 
excellent commitment to extra-curricular 

Football.  Matthew was also the player of the 
match v Bury Grammar this week when he 

played as a left back and then central defender. 



SALE SHARKS DEVELOPING PLAYER PROGRAMME (DPP) 
 
Well done to the following Year 8 students who have been nominated for the Sale Sharks Developing 
Player Programme.  The trials for this programme will be later in this term.  The Year 8 students from Bury 
Church are; Theo W, Joe M, Ollie C, Liam B 
 
The Sale Sharks Developing Player Programme is to help develop the best Rugby Union players from 
across the north-west of England.  It is an excellent achievement to be nominated and good luck to all of 
our students. 
 
YEAR 8 BOYS RUGBY VS PHILIPS 
 
Well done to the Year 8 Boys Rugby team who played some small sided games on Thursday 30 January 
at Philips.  This was a chance for our students to play competitive Rugby Union against a local school.  
The focus of the games was fun and participation.  The students from both school were coached during 
the games.  All the students from Bury CE High School were excellent and the member of staff from 
Philips commented on how respectful our students were.  Well done to everyone who played.   
 
The two players of the matches were Nicholas J and James S. 
 
Bury CE High School will hopefully be entering a Greater Manchester Rugby Union Competition on 
Tuesday 11 February at Oldham RUFC.   
 
Rugby Union training will hopefully begin again after February half term and will be open to all students.  
More information about this will follow after February half term.  If any students want to play competitive 
Rugby Union outside of school time for a local club then please see Mr Connolly.  There are a number of 
local teams looking to recruit players at all age groups.  Rugby Union is a fantastic sport that helps to 
develop physical, mental and social health along respect and resilience.  
 
 
YEAR 8 GREATER MANCHESTER CUP V HAZEL GROVE SCHOOL 
 
The Year 8 Boys Football team got to the quarter-finals of the Greater Manchester Cup.  This competition 
is against the strongest teams in the Greater Manchester Area.  The opponents were Hazel Grove from 
Stockport who last season got to the last eight of the English Schools Competition. 
 
We started the game well and had chances to score but just could not score.  Hazel Grove then raised 
their game and eventually won.  Our students worked hard and it was a great learning experience for the 
team against really strong opposition.  Player of the match was Theo A. 
 
YEAR 9 BOYS FOOTBALL V BURY GRAMMAR 
 
The Year 9 Boys Football team played Bury Grammar on Wednesday 29 January.  Bury CE High School 
played really well and had a lot of chances to take the lead. 
At half time the game was 0-0 but Bury Church had been 
excellent and should have been in the lead. 
In the second half we played well again but Bury Grammar 
came back into the game.  Towards the end of the game Harry 
M who had come back on as a sub scored and this proved to be 
the winning goal. 
 
All the students from Bury CE High School played well but the 
player of the match was Matthew H who played left back and 
then central defender. 
 
The highlight at the end of the game though was when Mr 
Connolly unfortunately slipped on the grass at Bury Grammar 
and face planted into lots of mud.  Mr Connolly ended up 
covered in mud and was unable to stop his fall as he had his 
hands in his pockets.  This particular face plant in mud caused 
great amusement to the Year 9 Football team.  


