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Founded in 1748, we are a historic 
Christian school which is today an 
outstanding Church of England 
mixed comprehensive school with a 
distinctive foundation and a historic 
and vigorous connection in Bury with 
the Parish Church of St Mary the Virgin. 

The Governing Body are the employer in this CE 
school with responsibility for the appointment of 
staff, the buildings, the admission of pupils and 
the curriculum. The School is part of the Diocese 
of Manchester family of schools and seeks 
to serve families across Greater Manchester, 
Lancashire and the North West. 

It gives priority to those families that attend 
Christian public worship and welcomes all 
who want to receive an education that is set in 
a Christian worldview. When first founded by 
the Honourable and Reverend John Stanley as 
the Charity School in 1748 with the support of 
other Bury citizens such as Sir Robert Peel, the 
founder of the Police Service, the school set out 
to bring the heart of God to the heart of learning 
to create better communities and to transform 
lives for good. Beginning with serving the poor 
children of the Parish of Bury it soon expanded 
to include all the children in the Parish and was 
renamed the Parish School. 

As children from outside of the Parish wanted to 
receive an education at the school it changed its 
name again and became Church Central School. 
Most recently, to allow pupils to attend from 
much further afield, it moved to its current site 
in the 1960s and became Bury CE High School. 
Today we have a thriving learning community 
which continues to bring the heart of God to the 
heart of learning.

We are a school that has a global vision, with 
partners in different countries around the world. 
Our Christian ethos permeates everything we 
do. We believe in high standards and excellence, 
promoting the arts, sport, pupil leadership and 
life-long learning. 

This is all summed up by three words: Believe, 
Achieve, Inspire. We want pupils to believe in 
themselves and to know that God believes 
in them, to achieve the very best they can in 
their academic subjects as well as in the other 
aspects of life and to be inspired by the best 
around them as well as inspiring others to make 
a positive difference in the world, to be the 
change they want to see. To let their light shine, 
“LUCEAT LUX VESTRA”

www.burychurch.bury.sch.uk

The Heart of God to the Heart of Learning 

“Pupils demonstrate good, mature 
and cooperative behaviour in class 

and around the building.”
OFSTED REPORT

Bury CE High School is a Diocese of 
Manchester secondary school for 
children aged 11 to 16.

It seeks to serve parents from Christian and 
other families who wish their children to 
receive secondary education in a school whose 
principles and daily life are based on Christianity 
in the Anglican tradition. The school does not 
have a catchment area. Pupils come from all 
over the Greater Manchester and Lancashire 
area and beyond.

WHAT TO DO NEXT 

We hope that you have found this information 
useful. If, having read these pages and visited 
us, you now think that Bury Church of England 
High School is right for the next phase of 
your child’s education, please complete the 
school’s application form, BCE 2020. You must 
also complete your Local Authority Common 
Application Form, CAF, naming Bury CE High 
School as your preference.

Please return the BCE 2020 to the Admissions 
Clerk at school by Friday 15 November 2019.  
In addition to this Prospectus, the 2016 Section 8 
and 2011 section 5 OFSTED and the 2017 SIAMS 
Denominational Inspection reports are available 
from school for a charge to cover postage, or 
may be downloaded from the school website 
(www.burychurch.bury.sch.uk). 

Copies of all mandatory School Policy 
documents are also available.

“The distinctiveness and effectiveness 
of Bury CE High School as a Church 
of England school are outstanding.”

SIAMS 2017

ADMISSION POLICY FOR SEPTEMBER 2019
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GOVERNING BODY
Our curriculum provision and organisation is 
intended to ensure that all pupils receive a broad 
and balanced education. 

In their first two years all pupils follow a 
common curriculum consisting of English, 
Mathematics, Science, Religious Education, 
History, Geography, French, Technology (which 
includes working with construction materials 
and/or working with food), Information 
Technology, Art & Design, Music, Physical 
Education, Drama and PHSCE (Personal, Health, 
Social, Citizenship & Enterprise). Most pupils also 
learn German throughout the two years. 

In Year 7 pupils are taught in many subjects in 
common groups based upon aptitudes shown 
in Key Stage 2 assessments and CATs. All pupils 
are also given tests to establish their reading age 
and to monitor progress in English and Maths. 

These groups are arranged a few weeks into 
the Autumn term when we have had a chance 
to fully assess their ability. As pupils progress 
through school, more groups become ability 
specific to subject areas. 

During Year 8 pupils select the courses they 
wish to follow for Key Stage 4. To help pupils 
make their choice we have a full programme 
of information and advice and we encourage 
parents to take an active part in the decision-
making process.

YEARS 7-8 CURRICULUM ORGANISATION



A number of subjects remain 
compulsory for all pupils until the end 
of Key Stage 4: English, Mathematics, 
Science, French, Physical Education, 
PHSCE and Religious Education 
(parents do have the legal right 
to withdraw pupils from Religious 
Education after discussion and a 
written request to the Headteacher).

To complement the core KS4 Curriculum pupils 
select additional subjects from a range of 
options, including History, Geography, German, 
Media Studies, Art, Music, Drama, Physical 
Education, Food & Nutrition, Technology and 
Textiles. Additional vocational courses may be 
accessed via our partnership with Bury College. 
For a small number of pupils individual Asdan 
accredited units in preparing for work and adult 
life are available taught by specialist support. 

Pupils commence the study of these optional 
subjects in Year 9. The first year of their study 
builds up skills and confidence to ensure success 
in Year 11. 

Pupils taking their Religious Studies GCSE will 
sit the exam in the summer of Year 10, a year 
sooner than their other GCSEs, to allow them 
to participate in the Archbishop of York’s Young 
Leader Award during Year 11. 

Key Stage 4 courses lead to examination 
through GCSE; a few non-examination and 
alternative vocational qualification courses may 
be available but we have always maintained a 
determination to ensure access for all our pupils 
to full traditional GSCE courses.

YEARS 9-11 CURRICULUM ORGANISATION 

LUCEAT LUX VESTRA

We operate a series of deeper learning days 
which allows us to link together various strands 
of learning from a range of areas. These also 
enable extended work to be carried out as a 
full day is set aside to follow a theme through 
from beginning to end. Examples of these days 
include learning about the Holocaust, learning 
about our partner schools in Pakistan, South 
Africa, France and Moldova the development 
of a profitable company and care for our 
community. Personal, Health, Social, Citizenship 
and Enterprise is delivered as part of these 
deeper learning days. 

A programme of Sex Education is an integral 
part of the curriculum for all pupils. 

Aspects of Sex Education are dealt with in 
several subjects, including during our deeper 
learning days. 

Teachers endeavour to deal with issues and 
relationships, as well as the physical aspects of 
the subject, within a clear moral framework, 
reflecting the Christian ethos of the school.

Parents have the right to withdraw their children 
from all or part of any sex education provided 
beyond the biological aspects of reproduction. 
A copy of the Sex Education Policy is available 
from the school and can be found on the school 
website (www.burychurch.bury.sch.uk). 

“The Curriculum is outstandingly 
well matched to the range of pupils’

needs, interests and aptitudes.”
OFSTED REPORT

DEEPER LEARNING



We pride ourselves on the success our 
pupils have once leaving Bury CE High 
School. 

Indeed, it was two former Bury CE High School 
pupils who were selected to present the Oxbridge 
Open Day talks for their subject, by their 
respective universities, Oxford and Cambridge.

To help our pupils prepare for their future, 
we offer Careers Information, Advice and 
Guidance throughout both Key Stages. The 
Library has a dedicated Careers Resource Area 
to provide information about a wide variety of 
jobs, pathways into Higher Education, Further 
Education, training courses, colleges and 
apprenticeships. 

We provide excellent independent careers 
advice which has been recognised by external 
accreditation including an advisor who comes in 
to school on a weekly basis to deliver face-to-
face guidance for our Year 11 pupils, and to help 
any pupil from Year 8 through to Year 11 who 
requires it. 

Careers Education is included in both the Key 
Stage 3 and Key Stage 4 PHSCE Curriculum. 
We offer our pupils an excellent range of 

opportunities to help develop valuable life 
skills, such as participating in work experience, 
managing finance, and undertaking a mock 
application and interview process. 

Our annual careers fair enables pupils and parents 
to meet with employers, training providers 
and representatives from local universities and 
colleges. 

Our weekly Careers Club provides an opportunity 
for pupils to receive support with application 
forms or help organising work experience 
placements. They can also use our careers 
exploration software that can be accessed both at 
school and at home. 

Enterprise Education develops our Pupils’ ability 
to innovate, manage risk and work to deadlines, 
and is embedded across the curriculum in both 
Key Stages. In addition to this, Enterprise Activity 
Days are run as part of our Deeper Learning 
programme. 

DESTINATIONS OF YEAR 11 LEAVERS 2016 2017 2018

1. FULL-TIME EDUCATION 96.8% 97.4% 96.3%

2. WORK-BASED TRAINING/FULL TIME EMPLOYMENT 0.6% 0.7% 2.5%

3. OTHER 0.6 1.9% 1.2%

INFORMATION, ADVICE & GUIDANCE
VISION FOR THE PE DEPARTMENT
The vision for the PE Department is to unlock every 
students sporting potential and to ensure every 
student achieves success in PE. We aim to offer a 
fun and inclusive environment that provides a wide 
range of sporting activities and opportunities for all. 
We aim to offer ‘Sport and Physical Activity for All’ at 
Bury Church of England High School.

STRUCTURE OF THE CURRICULUM
Year 7 and 8 pupils have 4 hours of Core PE lessons 
a fortnight. Year 9, 10 & 11 pupils have 2 hours of 
Core PE lessons a fortnight. 

Year 9 and 10 GCSE PE pupils have an extra 4 hours 
of GCSE PE per fortnight and Year 11 GCSE PE pupils 
have an extra 5 hours of GCSE PE per fortnight. 

The department offer a broad and balanced 
curriculum in line with National Curriculum 
expectations. In Year 7 and 8 Core PE pupils are 
taught a range of different PE activities over 5 
week blocks from games, fitness, athletic activities, 
aesthetic activities and outdoor/adventurous 
pursuits. These activities are also combined with 
competition throughout the academic year. In 
Years 9, 10 and 11 in Core PE pupils select what 
PE activities they do as part of a healthy, balanced 
and active lifestyle. The PE activities are changed 
are on a half termly basis for Years 9, 10 and 11 and 
students can choose what activity they do. The 
focus of the PE curriculum for Years 9, 10 and 11 is 
healthy, balanced and active lifestyles. 

Pupils who have chosen GCSE PE as part of their 
options choices follow the new AQA GCSE PE 
specification (Code: 8582). Pupils will cover a range 
of theory topics and theory marks are worth 60% of 

the qualification. Pupils complete an analysis and 
evaluation task worth 10% of the qualification. The 
final 30% of the qualification is based on 3 x practical 
marks each worth 10%. 1 practical mark is from an 
individual sport, 1 practical mark is from a team 
sport and the final practical mark is from each an 
individual or team sport. The practical activities have 
to be from the approved ‘Department for Education’ 
physical activity GCSE PE list. 

EXTRA-CURRICULAR PE
As a department we run clubs and teams in a 
variety of extra-curricular sports and physical 
activities including; football, basketball, netball, 
rugby union, table tennis, dance, hockey, boxercise, 
trampolining, cross-country, fitness, badminton, 
dodgeball, athletics, cricket, softball and rounders. 
The department also organises inter-form activities 
and we also run some ‘A’ team and ‘B’ team fixtures, 
competitions and events that are inclusive to all. 
The department offers PE breakfast clubs, lunch 
time PE clubs and after school PE clubs that are 
open to all pupils along with regular fixtures. We 
take an active role in the Bury Secondary School 
Sports Partnership. We have strong links with local 
sports clubs and sports organisations.

The department offers leadership opportunities 
throughout the academic year for different year 
groups. Gifted and talented sessions for different 
sports and physical activities take place throughout 
the academic year. PE inclusion sessions and clubs 
also take place throughout the academic year. 

EXTERNAL AWARDS
The PE Department has achieved the ‘Association 
for PE Quality Mark with Distinction’ and this is an 
external validation of the quality of PE and school 
sport in a school. The PE Department has also 
achieved a ‘School Games Mark Bronze’ and this 
is an external validation of the quantity of PE and 
school on offer in a school.

SPORT



We recognise the importance of a 
wide range of activities outside the 
classroom and encourage pupils to 
make the most of the opportunities 
offered. All extracurricular activities 
are validated and recognised by the 
Children’s University as they offer 
exciting and innovative learning 
experiences outside normal school 
hours. All such activities are organised 
by staff on a voluntary basis.

There is a wide range of extracurricular sport as 
detailed opposite. There are musical activities 
(choirs, orchestra, ensembles, rock bands, etc.) 
most lunchtimes and after school. There is a 
range of clubs including an Art Club, Charities 
Group, Chess Club, MAD House (Christian Group), 
Computer Group, ECO Club, History Club, Film 
Club and Table Top Gaming. There are also year 
based study and homework groups.

STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and 
Mathematics) Group completes projects such as 
building catapults, parachutes and golf courses 
to have fun, raise awareness of STEM careers and 
enrich the current curriculum. We have attended 
talks at local colleges and national events.

The Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme is 
also run in school for Key Stage 4 pupils. 
There are regular drama productions, musical 
concerts, environmental projects and various 
curriculum enrichment activities run by subject 
departments. 

There are Year Councils for all year groups, 
a School Council, pupil working groups (for 
example form worship) and many other 
opportunities for pupil leadership and 
responsibility in the life of the school (for 
example, Peer Mentoring).

Participation in these extracurricular activities 
can contribute towards the Children’s University 
“Passport to Learning” for lower school pupils. 
When in upper school pupils move on to the 
“Passport to Volunteering”. In this scheme 
pupils are rewarded for the learning they have 
encountered in these activities by being invited 
to be a part of a cap and gown ceremony at a 
local university.

www.burychurch.bury.sch.uk

CHILDREN’S UNIVERSITY

Since starting Children’s University  
our pupils have graduated at 

ceremonies at Bolton University  
having gained hours from out-of-school 

hours activities. 

Throughout the year a wide range of 
valuable educational visits, both residential 
and non-residential have been arranged. 
These can include Geography and History study 
trips, theatre, museum and gallery visits, outdoor 
pursuits, Duke of Edinburgh expeditions, 
workshops and other outings. 

All Year 7 pupils are encouraged to take part 
in a deeper learning transition experience in 
Manchester in the Autumn Term. Visits abroad 
in recent years have included trips to America, 
South Africa, France, Germany, Namibia, Iceland 
and Italy.

We currently run a French Exchange visit to 
Riom, near Clermont Ferrand in Southern 
Central France.

A POSITIVE CONTRIBUTION TO SOCIETY 
The Christian ethos of the school is put directly 
into action through the School Council, PHSCE 
and global partnerships. The staff, pupils and 
friends of the school are all willing to participate 
in events.

Working consistently throughout the year, we 
organise a variety of fundraising activities for the 
Whole School Charities. Charities supported in 
the past included The Poppy Appeal, Children in 
Need, Samaritans Purse Shoe Box Appeal, Sport 
Relief and Project Malawi. When we can, we 
also aim to respond to needs arising from global 
emergencies.

Each individual Year Group champions a cause 
of their choice throughout the year. This 
arrangement allows all pupils across the school 
to support the work of the school and we have 

had some very successful events. 

In the last school year, Year 7 supported Tear 
Fund and successfully twinned some of our 
school toilets with ones in the third world.

Through our work we help to raise awareness 
of current issues such as: supporting persecuted 
Christians throughout the world with our 
partnership with St Denys School in Muree, 
Pakistan. Our Headteacher and staff have visited 
and we are planning towards more staff and 
pupil visits.

We have been helping street-children to find a 
home through Project Malawi – where our school 
has helped PFJ Ministries to open an orphanage 
in Blantyre; more locally we have helped Derian 
House which supports local terminally ill children 
to improve their quality of life.

Our school supports a school in South Africa. 
The link with Grace Christian School has been 
established with staff visits to the UK and South 
Africa. Joint collective worship and other 
learning activities have been conducted using 
the Internet. The school runs the Archbishop 
of York Young Leaders Award. This encourages 
pupils to make a positive contribution to society 
through projects. These projects are inspired by 
studying the lives of Christian reformers, past 
and present.

We learn so much from our involvement with 
others locally, nationally and internationally. 
We benefit from the insights they bring us and 
the way their experience of God at work in His 
world enriches our own. We continually give 
thanks for all we are given by our partners in this 
work to make a positive contribution in society.

LEARNING OUTSIDE THE CLASSROOM



Bury CE High School is committed to the development of our high performing pupils.

These pupils are identified by subject departments and by test data. They are placed on the high 
performance register which is reviewed and up-dated on an annual basis. The register alerts staff to the 
capability of pupils and it helps departments to track progress through both key stages.

Staff are encouraged to use a range of differentiation strategies in their teaching to support pupils’ 
learning in the classroom. Extracurricular activities also help to further develop the skills and talents of 
pupils; these include a range of enrichment activities. 

HIGH PERFORMING PUPILS

Pupils with Special Educational Needs

Pupils experiencing significant challenges 
are identified and monitored. Strategies are 
employed to help enable them to overcome 
these challenges. In some cases in-class support 
may be necessary and is provided by additional 
staff who are available to the teacher.  
The teacher will deploy these staff in order to 
provide the best learning experience for pupils.

Where appropriate, some withdrawal from a 
normal class for one to one or small group 
teaching may be used. However, our main aim 
is to enable pupils to remain in the mainstream 
curriculum by supporting them there.

We have a Learning Support Department which 
seeks to provide additional help to pupils to 
facilitate their learning. 

Our High Performing pupils are supported by 
a range of extra opportunities, both within and 
beyond lessons that are designed to challenge 
and stretch the most able or particularly 
talented pupils. This reflects our desire to ensure 
excellence for all pupils. 

Our intervention programme is designed to 
address those occasions when a pupil of any 
ability might need a boost. With such pupils in 
mind, we seek to personalise additional activities 
to enable them to accelerate their learning.

Literacy development is an important aspect 
of learning. Whatever a pupil’s Literacy Level, 
we are always looking to find ways to move it 
on. This is coupled with the desire to give them 
a love of words through reading, writing or 
speaking. 

A full copy of the school’s Special Needs Policy is 
available on request from the school and can be 
found on the school website (www.burychurch. 
bury.sch.uk). It conforms with all statutory duties 
required by DfE Code of Practice. We maintain 
as part of our Christian values a programme of 
support and structured teaching and learning 
to meet the needs of all children identified as 
having Learning Needs, both with and without 
EHC plans.

DISABLED PUPILS

The school has a policy of inclusion with regards 
to disabled pupils. We have a ‘can-do’ approach, 
seeking to find ways for pupils with a disability 
to engage with school life as fully as possible. 

“Pupils’ personal development is 
first class, as is the quality of care, 

guidance and support they receive.”
OFSTED REPORT

SUPPORTING LEARNING FOR HIGH ACHIEVEMENT 



Pupils at present attending the school 
have joined us from more than 60 
partner primary schools.

The move to Secondary School at 11 is 
an important step in a child’s educational 
experience and we seek to make this move as 
easy as possible.

We have regular contact with local primary 
schools. In the summer term our staff visit the 
primary schools to meet pupils coming to us in 
the following September.

Towards the end of the summer term these 
pupils are invited to spend two days with us 
when they can meet the Pastoral Staff, get to 
know their way around the school buildings and 
have a taste of life at secondary school. 

Our Year 7 pupils will already have written letters 
to prospective pupils and will also help guide 
them in to the school. An evening meeting is 
arranged for parents to meet staff and to deal 
with the practical considerations of starting a 
new school. In addition, where children have 
special educational, social or physical needs, 
their parents may, on request, have an informal, 
individual meeting with a senior member of staff.

We take encouragement from how quickly our 
new pupils settle purposefully and happily in to 
the school. Towards the end of the first half term 
parents of Year 7 pupils are invited to meet their 
child’s tutor to discuss how s/he has settled in to 
life at the school and the progress being made.

If pupils are to make the most of learning 
opportunities they must feel secure and valued. 
One of the ways in which this is achieved is 
through our tutor group and year system. 

TRANSFER AT ELEVEN

“Thoughtful induction processes 
help new pupils to settle in.”

OFSTED REPORT

On entry to the school, pupils are placed in 
all-ability tutor groups, which take account of 
friendship patterns and advice from primary 
schools, as well as ability. The Tutor is in close, 
daily contact with the group and comes to know 
each child well. Each team of Tutors is led by 
a Head of Year. Heads of Year work with tutors 
to support pupils through difficulties and to 
celebrate achievements with them. They make 
contact with parents where this is appropriate.

Further support is also available from our Pastoral 
Leaders of Lower and Upper School. As associate 
members of staff they are easily contactable by 
both pupils and parents throughout the school day.

Pupils normally remain with the same Form 
Tutor throughout Years 7 to 11, to provide 
continuity.

Our pastoral team invests time each year in 
training some of our Year 10 pupils to become 
peer mentors to our Year 7 and Year 8 pupils. 
These pupils are available as counsellors to 
help the younger children and offer support 
and guidance to them should difficulties arise. 
Many Upper School pupils are also attached to 
each Year 7 and Year 8 tutor group. They attend 
registration, help in Form Assemblies and assist 
the Form Tutor with administration.

Pupil Attendance & Absence 2018/2019 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11

No. in Year Group 177 179 155 163 150

Total Year Group % Attendance 96.7 95.5 93.5 93.9 92.0

Authorised Absence % 2.6 4.2 5.5 4.7 7.0

Unauthorised Absence % 0.7 0.3 1.0 1.4 0.9

“The outstanding care, guidance
and support provided to pupils 

reflect the school’s strongly inclusive 
ethos.”

OFSTED REPORT

PASTORAL SUPPORT



Pupils at present attending the school 
have joined us from more than 60 
partner primary schools. 

We encourage our pupils to share responsibility 
in the running of the school, both in decision 
making and in the day-to-day organisation. 
A system of Year Councils operates, 
culminating in a School Council, attended by 
representatives of each year group, which makes 
recommendations for improving the school. 

The Council has sub groups which address 
particular dimensions in school life, such as 
‘Teaching and Learning’, ‘Worship and Ethos’, 
‘International’, ‘Charities’, and the Children’s 
University. Year 10 and 11 pupils assist in the 
care and supervision of younger pupils, as Peer 
Mentors, 

Prefects or School Officers. Each year group 
also has its particular role in the running of the 
school, welcoming visitors, providing guided 
tours and recycling resources. 

In addition to formal roles of responsibility, 
such as Form Captains or Children’s University 
volunteers, we foster individual responsibility 
and involvement through the Archbishop of 
York Young Leaders award and the Duke of 
Edinburgh award.

PUPIL LEADERSHIP & RESPONSIBILITY

“Thoughtful induction processes 
help new pupils to settle in.”

OFSTED REPORT

We pride ourselves on our partnership 
with parents and we value the support 
they give us. 

PUPIL REVIEWS  
Each pupil has a formal progress review and 
target-setting with his/her Form Tutor on a 
Review Day, early in each school year. Parents are 
encouraged to attend, if at all possible. There are 
also informal reviews for pupils with their Form 
Tutor, to monitor progress. 

CONSULTATION EVENING  
Each year group has one Consultation Evening 
during the school year, except for Year 7 and Year 
11 who have two. Children are encouraged to 
attend. We urge parents to take full advantage 
of these opportunities to support their child’s 
learning by meeting with staff to discuss their 
progress. 

REPORTING PUPIL PROGRESS  
Each year group receives a full written report once 
during the academic year.

KEY STAGE THREE  
In Years 7 and 8 parents receive two booklets 
which provide information on how well their child 
is performing in each subject and their attitude to 
learning.

KEY STAGE FOUR  
In Years 9, 10 and 11 parents receive a Grade Sheet 
prior to the calendared Consultation Evening. 
These grade sheets contain how well your child 
is performing against their GCSE expected target 
grades and their attitude to learning. 

HOMEWORK  
All homework is posted online through our 
‘Show My Homework’ website. Pupils and parents 
are issued with secure logins for this, and can 
download an app for phone and tablet. This 
system gives notification of homework and also 
publishes other key information, such as event 
details and important documents. 

MEETINGS WITH STAFF  
We are always pleased to see parents at school 
to discuss any matters relating to the welfare and 
progress of pupils. It is essential an appointment is 
made unless the matter is extremely urgent. From 
time to time we may invite parents in to school 
when a pupil’s work or behaviour is giving cause 
for concern or needs to be celebrated. 

If parents have any questions or concerns about 
their child’s work or progress, the first point of 
contact is the child’s Form Tutor or Head of Year 
at the school. Appointments to see staff are made 
through the school office. There are information 
evenings for parents on a variety of topics during 
the year. 

INFORMATION LETTERS & INVITATIONS  
These are sent home regularly, including to 
publicise ‘Grapevine’, our Newsletter, which is 
published twice a term. Information is also sent 
home by email. 

ONLINE INFORMATION  
We have an online presence through both 
our web page and a secure system for giving 
information about pupils to parents, called the 
Parent Portal. Assessment information is available 
here.

HOME - SCHOOL COMMUNICATIONS



Parents, Teachers,  
Friends Association - PFTA.

The PTFA or Friends of Bury CE High School 
as they are commonly known, is an extremely 
important and valued organisation in school. It 
is effectively our Parent Teacher Association but 
even that description is not entirely adequate. 
It is comprised of a group of committed 
individuals, mostly parents of pupils at the 
school who support the work of the school in 
myriad ways.

A key aspect of the work of the Friends is that 
they raise money to support the work of the 
school. The fundraising has encompassed a 
variety of means – quiz nights, fashion sales, 
collection and recycling of various items, the 
sale of refreshments and traditional raffles. The 
money raised is put to good use.

In recent years items and events as diverse as 
pupil lockers, curriculum computers, school 
sports kit, trophies, outdoor seating for pupils to 
eat al fresco, music stands, specialist technology 
machinery, and activities on residential trips, 
have all relied upon financial support from the 
Friends. 

An exhaustive list would require far more 
space than we have available. There are many 
other aspects to their work as well. The Friends 
provide invaluable support at school events, 
offering refreshments and logistical support. 
They are also a sounding board for us to 
consider first reactions to a school development 
or proposal.

The Friends meet regularly, normally once a 
month on a Monday evening at the school. As 
well as the monthly meetings and the events 
themselves, the Friends organise celebratory 
meals which are attended by some staff and 
Governors. We are always very happy to 
welcome new members to our friends.

FRIENDS OF BURY CE HIGH SCHOOL

“A good range of opportunities is 
available for pupils to engage in 
the school and local community.”

OFSTED REPORT

We pride ourselves on our partnership 
with parents and we value the support 
they give us.

The school underwent an Ofsted section 5 
inspection in December 2011 followed by an 
Ofsted section 8 inspection in June 2016. It also 
had a SIAMS inspection for its effectiveness as a 
church school in March 2017.

The denominational inspector found the school 
outstanding in all aspects: in meeting the needs 
of all its learners, in leadership and manage-
ment, in the impact of collective worship on the 
school community, and in the effectiveness of 
Religious Education. The inspector summarised 
her findings by saying: 

“The school’s stated intention to encourage 
pupils to ‘Believe, Achieve, Inspire’ drives the 
decisions that are made throughout the school 
so that pupils are academically and socially 
confident, and spiritually mature. Governors, the 
Headteacher and all staff model Christian values 
in the decisions that they make and the guid-
ance that they provide. Adults and pupils create a 
caring school that is deeply rooted in the openly 
Christian ethos of this learning and worshipping 
community. Collective worship is excellent and 
enables the community to pray together formally 
and informally. Worship allows individuals and 
groups to gather, reflect and grow in their own 

faith and spirituality. Religious education is very 
well led, academically successful and enriches 
the lives of the pupils and their understanding of 
religion beyond the classroom.”

The Ofsted inspectors found the school to be 
good, with many outstanding features: the cur-
riculum provided by the school; the care, guid-
ance and support offered to pupils; the school’s 
engagement with parents; the effectiveness of 
the school’s partnerships; and pupils’ spiritual, 
moral, social and cultural development. This 
judgement was maintained by the 2016 Ofsted 
inspection.

SCHOOL INSPECTION “Pupils’ spiritual, moral and social 
development is excellent and 

firmly based on the school’s strong 
spiritual values.”

OFSTED REPORT



www.burychurch.bury.sch.uk

HOW TO FIND US 

TRAVELLING FROM MANCHESTER 

Heading along the A56 Manchester Road towards Bury, pass Holy Cross Sixth 
Form College (located on the right hand side of the road). Take the second 
road on the left, approx 300m after the college (Manchester Old Road). Follow 
the road down and take the third road on the right followed by an immediate 
left down Haslam Brow. Follow this road down to the end, go through the 
school gates and into the car park. 

TRAVELLING FROM BURY TOWN CENTRE 

From Bury town centre, head south along the A56 Manchester Road following 
signs for Whitefield and Prestwich. Go past the town hall and the large clock 
tower on the left hand side. Immediately after the pedestrian crossing take 
the next right (Manchester Old Road). Follow the road down and take the third 
road on the right followed by an immediate left down Haslam Brow. Follow 
this road down to the end, go through the school gates and into the car park.
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