
FAREWELL 
 
It is with a great degree of sadness that I find myself 
writing this, my final article for the Grapevine newsletter.  
I will be stepping down as Headteacher of Bury CE High 
School after seven years, having joined the school in 
September 2012.  It has been a privilege to lead this 
wonderful historic school.  To have been part of a 
community that goes back to 1748 has been an 
enormous joy and I have loved it.  
 
The Governors will determine who the new Head will be 
to take on the reins and lead the school forward in the 
next stage of its development.  I want to say thank you 
to all who have supported the school during my period 
as Headteacher.  To parents and carers, I would say a 
big thank you for entrusting your children into our care.  I 
have had the joy of seeing your children turn into 
amazing young men and women of whom we, and you, 
can be immensely proud.  To those who have been 
friends of the school, I would thank you for your support 
over the years.  Your help has enabled us to achieve 
vastly more than we could have ever imagined.  
Whether it has been clergy giving up their time to come in and lead services, or Alumni 
giving generously to support prizes and fund-raising activities, or the community coming 
together to remember those who are no longer with us at remembrance events, it has all 
added to the achievements of this school. 
 
One of the things of which I am most proud is the way in which we have built up a 
welcoming community where people have found a home.  I remember when one of our staff 
asked if she could have an assistance dog to help her with her disability.  We were able to 
do all the planning and the dog duly arrived.  Within a few weeks, it had been adopted as 
the school mascot.  A role that came to the fore when World Book Day came around.  The 

dog was dressed as the Lion 
from the Wizard of Oz, with the 
staff member dressing as 
Dorothy.  The transformation in 
that member of staff has been 
wonderful to watch and has 
demonstrated that ‘Transforming 
Lives for Good’ is no mere 
slogan for the school.  Similarly, 
the way in which another 
member of staff used a personal 
tragedy to raise awareness in 
our school of the stigma attached 
to mental health issues.  They 
asked if they could share 
something of their experience of 
mental health issues to benefit 
the school community.  As a 
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THE OPAL COAST TRIP 
 
In October 2019, the Languages Department took 44 Year 8 
pupils to the Opal Coast in France.  Here is an account from 
a pupil who made the excellent decision to join us on this 
trip! 
 
“I went on the Opal Coast at the start of Year 8 and I 
thoroughly enjoyed it!  We went on a coach from school to 
Dover.  We left school at 2 in the morning!  Once we arrived 
in Dover, we went on a ferry across the Channel to Calais.  
The first thing that we did in France was go to a snail farm.  
There, we held snails and afterwards got the chance to eat 
them!  After the snail farm, we went to the hotel to unpack our things 
and eat tea.  The next day, we went on a chocolate tour where they 
showed us how to make chocolate.  After that, we ate our lunch on the 
coach on the way to a bakery.  In the bakery, we split into two groups.  
In one group, we got to make croissants and learn all of the ingredients 
in French, and in the other group we were shown how to make bread 
and then made shapes out of the dough.  On our last day in France, we 
went to the biggest sea life centre in Europe. After we had looked at all 
the animals, we had the chance to buy gifts and souvenirs.  I had lots of 
fun on the trip!” 

Some of the chocolates goodies that we saw at  the 

chocolate factory 

The French bakery that we visited near Boulogne  

ELECTION OF PARENT GOVERNOR 
 
Governors at Bury CE High School were pleased to receive a nomination for the vacancy of Parent 
Governor at the school.  As there were two nominations received a ballot was held and I can now 
announce that Mr Keith Eaton was duly appointed to serve a four year term of office with effect from 
Tuesday 12 November 2019. 

result, we saw a real appreciation of well being in our school community and many staff and pupils were 
blessed by this development.  Again, the outworking of ‘Creating Better Communities’.  
 
The staff of Bury CE High School are quite remarkable.  There have been so many extra things that they 
have made happen because of their commitment to our pupils.  Trips to the USA, Italy, Iceland, France, 
Germany, and South Africa to name but a few.  Welcoming visitors from France, Pakistan, Moldova, and 
South Africa.  Developing a first-class sporting community which has achieved recognition as one of the 
best PE departments in England, soon to be visited by the Department for Education as an example of 
excellence, enabling pupils to perform to the highest level in music, drama through annual concerts and 
shows. They are inspiring with the arts and have created opportunities for pupils to share that inspiration 
with the wider community in Bury.  They run a whole host of inclusive extra-curricular activities which sees 
pupils regularly engaged during lunch times and after school which are accredited by the Children’s 
University.  In short, they give far beyond the direction that I, as Head, can contractually require of them.  
They deserve recognition for their excellent work, which they do whilst ensuring that the pupils receive a 
high-quality education in an Ofsted rated ‘good’ school. 
 
Finally, I shall miss the worshipping community that is Bury CE High School.  Together we have journeyed 
through life these last seven years.  We have faced the challenges of life, helping staff and pupils through 
serious illness, bereavement, sadness and tears.  We have also celebrated with each other at times of joy, 
happiness, success and achievement.  In all of this, Christ has played a central role from guiding 
governors in framing policies to the voluntary prayer group of pupils who pray every morning in our chapel.  
The great services in the Parish church where pupils, staff and friends have gathered to worship, such as 
our admission to the International Community of the Cross of Nails alongside the regular form 
communions where visiting clergy come in to lead, have all enabled our community to live out its Christian 
ethos in the real world.  It is no wonder that this school was rated outstanding in its last the Church of 
England inspection. 
 
As I pass on the baton to the next Headteacher, I thank God that he has given me the joy of working in 
such a wonderful school community with all its human frailty.  It has been the most brilliant seven years of 
my working life and I thank you all for the part you have played in making it so. 

Revd C Watson 



TECHNOLOGY NEWS 
 
Technology is now at the busiest stage of the year with all year groups working on practical projects and 
keeping the teachers and Learning Assistants very busy. 
 
Year 7 are almost completing their Toy Boat, a very traditional project designed to introduce the pupils to 
timber and all the hand tools as well as some of the machine tools in the workshops.  Many have enjoyed 
their work and are all keen to take their boat home to show everybody at home 
 
Year 8 are finishing their Trinket Boxes using hand and machine tools as well as having more freedom to 
design what they are making and to apply surface decoration using Pyrography, a method of burning 
patterns into the surface of their timber.  It's not an easy process as many of them are finding out! 
 
Year 9 are designing and making a clock based on an Art movement.  They have been through much of 
the design process needed for GCSE Technology and are using both traditional hand techniques as well 
as Computer Aided Design and Computer Aided Manufacture to help them create quality products. 
 
Year 10 have made a metal keyring based on an event such as the Olympics by designing and making a 
mould using CAD/CAM and then pouring molten metal in to create the artefact.  This is then hand finished 
using methods from the jewellery section of skills before they design and make a presentation box on the 
laser cutter to a very high standard. 
 
Year 11 are hard at work making their final GCSE product that will count towards 50% of their GCSE 
grade.  Many are coming in at lunchtimes to work hard on their projects and are reaping the benefits of 
their labours.  The deadline for all of their coursework is the end of February half term holidays and this 
means they need to hand in their practical as well as their design folder in order that we can then prepare 
them for the summer examination. 
 
Good luck to you all!             Mr Wilson 

AUDACIOUS CHURCH VISIT 
 
On Tuesday 12 November, representatives from 
Audacious Church in Bury visited school to deliver their 
school roadshow concert.  This involved a music 
concert that took place at lunch time, as well as 
delivering a lesson for Year 11 RE pupils.  This 
provided an opportunity to explore different methods of 
expressing faith and also to listen to testimonies about 
how God has worked in the lives of members of the 
church.  All pupils engaged with our visitors and 
enjoyed the experience that their provided for our 
school. 

Mrs Stedman 
 
BURY FAITH FORUM 
 
On 13 November, Mrs Stedman and a small group of 
Year 9 and 10 pupils went to the Bury Faith Forum at 
Guardian Angels Church in Bury.  This was an 
opportunity for interfaith dialogue, with representatives 
of 8 different faiths engaging with school pupils from the 
local area.  Our pupils had the opportunity to visit 
different stalls and speak to a member of the faith 
community and ask them questions about their religion.  
Some of the lesser known religions included the Baha'i 
and Jain faiths and pupils were particularly interested to 
learn about the key beliefs and teachings of these 
religions.  It was a fantastic opportunity to explore the 
diversity of faiths in our local area and reflect on our 
differences, but more importantly, the similarities which 
we share with others. 

Mrs Stedman 

HISTORY REVISION 
 
With the exams fast approaching, the History 
Department would like to remind pupils of their 
extra-curricular support sessions.  
 
Revision with Mrs Shelmerdine takes place on 
Tuesdays after school/Wednesday after 
lunchtime. 
 
History Hub - all years are welcome on 
Thursday lunchtime with the team. 
 
 
‘KIDS OUT’ 
 
This month in Charities we have been 
collecting presents for ‘Kids Out’. 
 
‘Kids Out’ is a charity helping children fleeing 
domestic violence.  Students from school 
have given over 80 presents that we will give 
out.  This is an amazing number which will be 
a huge blessing to over 80 kids this 
Christmas. 
 
Also in Charities this month we have had a 
sweet sale, a cake sale, a quiz, a tombola and 
a Christmas Jumper Day.  All the money 
raised will go towards both the ‘Bury Red 
Door’, a charity that helps the homeless and 
also the Malawi Children's home, which we 
continually support 



GIRLS FOOTBALL 
 
The girls have had an amazing couple of weeks of football with the Year 7/8 team taking part in the U13s 
EFL Cup on Wednesday 13 November and the Year 9s in the Bury Schools Competition on Thursday 14 
November and a 5-a-side competition on Wednesday 20 November. 
 
The Year 7/8 team played 3 teams in their group with the group winner going into a final against the 
winner of the other group.  The first match saw Olivia score the only goal in a 1-0 win.  Second game 
against Parrenthorn resulted in a 3-0 win with goals coming from Mille and Ella (2), one of which was a 
penalty.  Third game against Elton (Team 2) and a win would see us secure the group.  The girls didn’t 
disappoint and goals from Eryn and Olivia saw us win 2-0.  The winner of the other group was Elton 
(Team 1).  The girls entered in to the final full of confidence and determined to keep their unbeaten record.  
The game was end to end for a while.  Bury CE High School then started to take control and Ella secured 
the 1-0 win with a fabulous goal.  The team: Josephine, Maisie, Eryn, Ella, Emily from Year 7 and Olivia, 
Amelia, Ellie, Millie, Freya, Leah and Matilda from Year 8.  Bury CE High School will now go on to take a 
team to the Area Final in Huddersfield where they will play other teams from the North West who won their 
early round. 
 
The Year 9 team of Gracie, Olivia, Issy, Kate, Ally, Emily and Malorie ventured to a very cold and windy 
Woodhey High School for their competition.  Warm up was key and necessary on this occasion although it 
was difficult to remain warm!  The girls played against Elton, Bury Grammar School, Derby High School, 
Hazelwood Academy, Woodhey and St Monica's resulting in two wins and 4 0-0 draws.  The wind caused 
us a few problems when trying to hit the target in a short space of time.  The girls played some exceptional 
football in parts and gave a good account of themselves.  Overall the girls finished in 3rd position. 
 
It has to be said that the girls football over these two days has been very impressive; to play 10 games, 
with no loses and not a goal conceded demonstrates how well the girls have been playing. 
 
Wednesday 20 November saw the Year 9 team of Gracie, Olivia, Leila, Issy, Kate, Ally and Emily head up 
to Unsworth Academy for an indoor 5-a-side competition against the hosts and The Derby High School.  
An unfamiliar format of football for the girls, but nevertheless they love the challenge and quickly adapted 
to the pace and surroundings.  The first game was a very tight affair between Bury CE High School and 
Unsworth resulting in a 3-2 loss with goals coming from Issy and Gracie.  The next game was between 
Bury CE High School and the Derby, the girls did exceptionally well winning 3-1 with goals from Issy, Leila 
and Gracie.  The last game was between Unsworth and the Derby with Unsworth needing a win to secure 
victory.  It wasn’t to be as a determined Derby ran out 4-2 winners.  This left the competition as a draw, it 
went to goal difference and it was still a draw.  After consultation with all the players it was voted to have a 
penalty shoot out to decide an overall winner.  The tension began to rise along with the laughs between 
the teams as the shoot out started.  All teams took their 5 penalties and could you believe it, Unsworth and 
Bury CE High School still remained a draw with 1 goal each.  It was agreed that’s where it would end. 
 
Congratulations to Olivia who was voted the overall girl of the competition for her exceptional goalkeeping 
during the penalty shoot out, saving all 5 of Derby’s penalties and scoring the only Bury CE penalty. 
 
It was an excellent competition, a lot of the girls know each other and even those who didn’t soon started 
cheering and encouraging each other as they played  The competitive edge wasn’t taken away, it was 
always there, but made better by the camaraderie and jovial spirit.  The girls attitude and team spirit is 
outstanding and they are a pleasure to be with. 

Diana 

GYPSY THEATRE TRIP 
 
I am looking forward to taking two coaches of students, from Years 7 to 11 to see the musical, Gypsy, at 
the Royal Exchange Theatre on January 15.   
 
YEAR 11 GCSE  
 
By the end of the Christmas term, the Year 11 GCSE Drama students will have completed their unit on 
Devising Theatre, worth 40% of the whole GCSE.  In January they will be practising their skills of writing 
about live theatre, based on the Gypsy trip.  Following that, they will learn lines and rehearse two scenes 
from a published play, which they will perform in front of a visiting AQA examiner.  I am excited to see the 
progress they can make with hard work and commitment. 

Ms Fyfe 



YEAR 7 BOYS RUGBY 
 
Well done to the Year 7 Boys who 
played in a Rugby competition at Bury 
Rugby Club on Tuesday 8 October 
and Tuesday 15 October.  On 
Tuesday 8 October Bury CE High 
School had 23 players turn up to 
play.  We were able to field two teams 
to play Bury Grammar and 
Woodhey.  All the lads who played 
were excellent and it was great to see 
some students representing school 
who have never played competitive Rugby before.  Players of the match were Reuben and Evan. 
 
AFTER SCHOOL RUGBY CLUB 
 
The after school Rugby Club has been excellent this half term.  Glyn Smith from Bury Rugby Club has 
been working with our students and we are lucky to have had access to this expert coaching.  All the 
students who have attended this club have shown fantastic and attitudes.  Students have also turned up 
each week even when the weather has been shocking and this demonstrates great resilience.  Well done 
to everyone who has attended the after school Rugby Club.  This club has also provided a pathway to 
local Rugby clubs for our students. 
 
YEAR 10 BASKETBALL COMPETITION AT PHILIPS 
 
Bury CE High School played in the Year 10 Central Venue League against 3 other local schools.  The 
students who played from Bury CE High School were all Year 9 students and it was a great opportunity for 
them to test their skills against students from the year above. 
 
Bury CE High School played Prestwich in a really entertaining game and drew 12-12.  Bury CE High 
School then beat Tottington 29-2 but then lost to Turton 8-6 in a really close game. 
 
All the students from Bury CE High School were excellent and player of the match was Adam W in Year 9. 
 
YEAR 7 CENTRAL VENUE BOYS FOOTBALL RESULTS 
 
Bury CE High School beat Derby 3-0.  Bury CE High School lost to Woodhey 2-0.  Player of the 
competition was Precious 
 
YEAR 8 CENTRAL VENUE BOYS FOOTBALL RESULTS 
 
Bury CE High School beat Derby 1-0.  Bury CE High School lost to Woodhey 2-1. Bury CE High School 
drew 1-1 with Tottington.  Player of the competition from Bury Church was Theo. 
 
YEAR 8 BOYS FOOTBALL V AUDENSHAW IN THE GREATER MANCHESTER CUP 
 
Well done to the Year 8 Boys Football team and Mr MacMahon who beat a strong team from Audenshaw 
in the Under 13's Manchester Cup.  The team has now progress to the quarter-finals of this 
competition.  Scorers for Bury CE High School were Theo with a penalty and Roman with the winner.  
Player of the match from Bury CE High School was Zak. 
 
GIRLS NETBALL 
 
Year 10 lost 7-6 to Parrenthorn.  Player of the match was Abigail. 
 
Year 9 lost 7-4 to Parrenthorn.  Player of the match was Molly. 
 
Year 8 beat Unsworth Academy 28-5.  Player of the match was Billie-Rose. 
 
Year 7 lost 8-1 to Unsworth Academy.  Player of the match was Maisie. 
 
Well done to the students who played. 



PE 'STARS OF THE WEEK' 
 
Each week the PE Department awards the 'Stars of the Week' and the successful students are shown 
below: 
 

 

Friday 
11/10/19 

Abigail in Year 10 for excelling at Netball and 
getting on the Greater Manchester Netball 
team. 

Jake in Year 8 for a player of the match 
performance in a 7-0 victory for Year 8 v 
Chorlton High School. 

Friday 
18/10/19 

Emily in Year 9 for a fantastic attitude to 
learning and excellent commitment to extra-
curricular PE. 

Niall in Year 9 for a fantastic individual 
performance in the Year 9 Football team v 
Bury Grammar. 

Friday 
1/11/19 

Georgia in Year 10 who has recently won a 
number of medals at Kick Boxing and is also 
competing the World Championships for this 
sport. 

Isaac S in Year 9 who has demonstrated a 
fantastic attitude to extra-curricular PE. 

Friday 
8/11/19 

Olivia M and Amelia M in Year 8 for a brilliant 
commitment to extra-curricular PE and 
demonstrating superb attitudes in sport. 

George P and Adam R in Year 9 for 
attending GCSE PE revision sessions this 
week at lunch on Tuesday and 
Wednesday.  Also for demonstrating a really 
positive examples to others in PE and sport. 

Friday 
15/11/19 

Clare P in Year 8 for working hard of the time 
in PE and also for commitment to learning.   

Ben A in Year 11 for an excellent attitude to 
learning in GCSE PE. 
  

Friday 
22/11/19 

Hannah S in Year 9 for coming in the top 10 at 
the Bury School Cross-Country 
Championships. 

Noah C in Year 9 for coming in the top 10 at 
the Bury School Cross-Country 
Championships. 

Friday 
29/11/19 

Molly P in Year 9 who is working really hard in 
GCSE PE and achieved a ‘Grade 9’ on her 
recent GCSE PE theory mock exam. 

Harrison M in Year 7 who is excelling at 
open water diving outside of school.  He is 
also working really well in PE in school. 

ORIENTEERING SUCCESS 
 
The British Schools Orienteering Championships took place in Heaton Park on Saturday 12 October.  A 
team of girls from Year 7 and Year 8  from Bury CE High School made the rostrum in 3rd place in the 
'Lower Secondary School Girls Category'.  The girls were presented with Bronze medals and a team 
trophy.  Well done to Mr Gray and everyone from Bury CE High School who took part and represented 
school. 
 
Year 7 - Erin & Tia, Olivia & Rhianna, Zamina & Bella, Ruby & Brooke 
 
Year 8 - Brogan, Jessica & Eloise 
 
BURY SCHOOLS CROSS-COUNTRY CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 
Well done to the students from Bury CE High School who attended the annual Bury Schools Cross-
Country at Heaton Park on Thursday 21 November.  All the students who attended from Bury CE High 
School were excellent.  All the students from Bury CE High School worked really hard in difficult and cold 
conditions. 
 
A special mention must go to Noah in Year 9 and Hannah S in Year 9 who came in the top 10 in their 
races and Malachi in Year 10 who came in the top 16 in his race.  All three students will now go on to 
represent Bury in the Greater Manchester Cross-Country Championships.   
 
The overall results were as follows: 
 
Year 7 Boys: 10th Overall in Bury 
Year 7 Girls: 7th Overall in Bury  
 
Year 8/9 Boys: 3rd Overall in Bury  
Year 8/9 Girls: 10th Overall in Bury 
 
Year 10/11 Boys: 8th Overall in Bury  
Year 10/11 Girls: 7th Overall in Bury 



SPORTING EXCELLENCE 
 
Well done to the following students who have shown 'Sporting 
Excellence' during this half term: 
 
Georgia S in Year 9 is excelling at Kick Boxing.  Georgia 
recently attended the World Championships in the 
USA.  Georgia narrowly missed out on medals, her fight with 
an American went to 8-8 after time.  This then went to sudden 
death with the next point winning and unfortunately the 
American scored.  The England coaches picked Georgia to 
fight in the girls team event later in the week, the girls did very 
well however Canada knocked them out.  Georgia had an 
amazing experience overall and also visited Niagara Falls in Canada. 

 
Ellie D in Year 9 is excelling at Swimming.  Ellie has recently achieved the following at the Bolton 
November Sprint Meet at the Jason Kenny Centre. 
  
50 freestyle - Gold Medal & 16 year old Regional time - 29.42 PB 
  
100 freestyle - Gold Medal & County time - 1:05.94 PB 
  
50 back stroke - Silver Medal & County time - 35.04 PB 
  
100 back stroke - County time - 1:15.54 PB 
  
50 fly - Silver Medal & County time - 33.92 PB 
  
100 Individual Medley - Bronze medal - (didn’t PB but awarded medal) 
  
50 breast stroke - 40.62 PB 
  
Overall this swim year, Ellie has achieved 7 County times and a 
Regional time, which she will go forward and compete in at the 
Lancashire Championships in the first-half of 2020. 
 
Harrison M in Year 7 is excelling at open water diving outside of 
school.  Harrison is a 'Professional Association of Diving 
Instructors' (PADI) qualified open water diver.  He has recently started his recuse diver course.  He also 
helps less experienced divers set up their kit and do their pre-dive checks.  He is a really experienced 
diver for someone of his age.   
 
SALE SHARKS DEVELOPING PLAYER PROGRAMME (DPP) 
 
Well done to all the students from Bury CE High School who were nominated for the Sale Sharks 
Developing Player Programme or DPP.  The DPP involves the best Rugby Union players from the Greater 
Manchester area so to even get nominated is a fantastic achievement.  Congratulations to Garrett and Will 
in Year 10 and Toby in Year 9 who made it through to the next stage of selection and training.  The 
students were assessed on the following core areas:  Creative Attackers, Defensive Warrior, Relentless 
Athlete, Best Team-mate 



CAREERS FAIR 
 
On 6 November 2019 Bury CE High School had their annual 
Careers Fair.  The evening was attended by 32 different exhibitors 
from further education and a variety of industries.  Local colleges 
such as Holy Cross were popular guests and many pupils were 
able to receive advice from our Career’s Adviser from Positive 
Steps.  Pupils had the chance to use virtual reality technology with 
the NHS, and explore different career options within the NHS, the 
UK’s biggest employer.  Despite there being multiple road 
closures on the night, an impressive 232 pupils and parents came 
to the fair.  Many pupils expressed that their experience at the fair 
had given them a good starting point for exploring their futures.  
The exhibitors were universally full of praise for the school, the 
way they were treated and the conduct and engagement of our 
pupils and their families who attended.  One exhibitor summed up 
the experience by saying that they had done many careers fairs 
but this one was by far the best because of the way they were 
treated by all concerned.  

GIRL’S RUGBY GRAPPLE 
TOURNAMENT 
 
On Tuesday 19 November Miss Hulme 
took 20 girls to compete in the School 
Games Rugby Grapple Tournament in 
Manchester.    This was the first 
competitive game as a team for some of 
the U13s and they did tremendously well to 
come away with 2 out of 4 wins against 
some tough opponents.  A special mention 
to Amelia for being awarded ‘player of the 
tournament’. 
 
The U15s with a little more experience 
under their belts performed spectacularly 
and held their own against some well 
established teams, a fantastic 3 out of 4 
wins for them.  A special mention to Maddy 
for being awarded ‘player of the 
tournament’. 
 
Well done to all the girls who took part, you 
did fantastic! 



GRAPEVINE ARTICLE ON THE SUBJECT OF 
THE ENTERPRISE GAME CONTEST: 
 
On Friday 22

 
November, Toby, Harvey, Jocelyn 

and Joe went to The Derby High School to partake 
in the Enterprise Game™ competition.  The 
competition was extremely competitive, however 
was enjoyable.  It began with us learning how to 
play the game and then we tried the game out 
before a break.  After that we started to play the 
game for real.  There were six schools taking part, 
we played against people for our school but then 
all of our scores were compared to determine an 
overall winner as well as a school who won overall.  
Unfortunately, we didn’t win but we all tried our 
best and played really well.  We played for about 
an hour and a half with varying degrees of 
success.  The day was really fun and we all came 
back with a better understanding of running a 
business.  I think we will all value this experience as 
we go forward into a world where business is of 
increasing importance.  Overall we think this was a great event and totally worth doing again. 
 

Jocelyn, Toby, Harvey and Joe.  

WOODARD SCHOOLS CHORAL FESTIVAL 
 
At the commencement of the half term break, the choir, along with Mr Battye and Mrs Astley, attended the 
Woodard Schools Choral Festival at Worksop College in Nottinghamshire.  We joined with schools from 
across the country to participate in services of Compline, Eucharist and Evensong. 
  
Over the course of the weekend, we enjoyed singing traditional choral anthems such as ‘Zadok the Priest’, 
‘Panis Angelicus’ and Mozart’s ‘Coronation Mass’, as well as learning how to sing Responses and Psalms. 
The weekend also consisted of many hours of rehearsals led by conductor, composer and arranger 
Jeremy Jackman.  We all valued the experience to sing under his leadership.  We also enjoyed being able 
to meet new people from different schools and backgrounds affiliated with the Woodard Corporation.  
  
The service of Compline was a truly moving part of the weekend, and was particularly a highlight for me. 
We gathered in the school chapel five minutes before the commencement of the service in our school 
uniforms at 8:55pm.  Compline began at 9pm with us singing hymns and Psalms, and then continued with 
us singing ‘O Nata Lux’ and ‘Salve Regina’, which created a reflective atmosphere.  The service was then 
concluded with a prayer and we walked back to our dorms in silence, thus allowing time for contemplation 
at the end of the day. 
  
The next morning, we partook in the service of Eucharist, accompanied by an organ and trumpeters, this 
was once again an excellent opportunity.  A fitting conclusion to the weekend was joining in a final service 
of Evensong with the massed choir. Parents and visitors gathered to watch and listen, and senior 
members of the Woodard Corporation joined us. 
  
This weekend was truly a memorable and invaluable experience, which taught us so much about singing 
both individually and in a group setting.  Our thanks must go to Mr Battye for his commitment to the choir, 
to Mrs Astley for her continued support and to Reverend Watson for allowing us to have these 
opportunities through our school being a member of the Woodard Schools Corporation. 

Owen, Year 10 

HIGH SCHOOL MUSICAL 
 
We are continuing to rehearse every Thursday after school, putting together a fantastic show for everyone 
to come and watch in the first week in March.  Named parts are also coming Tuesdays now.  With such a 
big cast, I want to make sure everyone gets a chance to shine! 

Ms Fyfe 



YEAR 9 MEMORABLE MOMENTS FROM THE AUTUMN TERM 
 
"The memorable thing that I always remember is on the deeper learning day hearing from a refugee, 
because I felt their pain." 

Parham 
 

"The thing I enjoyed about this term was when Audacious Church came in and had a dance contest and 
an assembly." 

Andrew 
 
"The most memorable thing is Reverend Watson leaving, he will be missed by many." 

Toby 
 
"Playing the guitar at the Cross of Nails ceremony was a memorable occasion for me." 

Theo 
 

"I enjoy art because its fun and we're making clay" 
Lilia 

 
"My highlight is when I went on the Woodard trip with choir" 

Ellie 
 
"We've done very well in our football tournament, I scored and assisted in each tournament" 

Gracie 
 
"I got 90% on my French test " 

Charlie 
 
“My highlight is that I started at this school" 

Stefania 
 
"I have found true friends who are all keeping me positive and happy and I am very grateful for them" 

Ashleigh 
 
"I enjoyed meeting the German exchange" 

Jake 
 
"I am enjoying my Art course and we get to do clay work in lesson” 

Christopher 
 
"I've helped Year 7 and Year 8 with Netball practice and at Netball we are at the top of the league" 

Molly 
 
"I have made new friends, made mince pies and caught a ball in dodgeball" 

Joshua 
 
"I will miss Reverend Watson as he is retiring and because he was great for the school" 

Alfie 
 
"My highlight of the term is Biology, because Miss Isherwood is a funny and surprising Teacher" 

Ben 
 
"My highlights of the year so far are new friends, PE theory, media studies, extracurricular activities and 
chip day !" 

Libby 

MANCHESTER CUP 
 
Bury CE High School vs Audenshaw in the Manchester Cup, Wednesday 20 November 2019.  
Audenshaw had a dangerous chance but George saved a great powerful shot which stopped the team 
going 1-0 up.  They also skied a penalty.  They ended up scoring but Theo capitalised by scoring a 
penalty.  It was a tough game but Roman ended up scoring the winner.  Everyone worked hard and 
competed, off we go to the next round of the cup.  Team:  Alfie C, Theo, Alfie D, Roman, Kakrah, Pannin, 
Oliver C, Oliver W, Kyle, George, Charlie, Jake, Zak and Tyler. 


